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The place of small-scale fisheries in the BISAC

Small-scale fisheries /SSF/ have always occupied an important place for the Black Sea Advisory
Council. The very first initiatives were connected with inviting all stakeholders in the field of fishing to
become members of the Black Sea Advisory Council /BISAC/. To us, SSF play an important social,
environmental and cultural role in the sector and for the Black Sea, and we highly appreciate their
opinions and participation in our structures.

To date, the following representatives of small-scale fisheries are members of the BISAC: The
European Association of Fishermen in the Black Sea, with members from both Bulgaria and Romania;
Association SSF “St. Nikolay Chudotvoretz” from Bulgaria; Association MENA from Bulgaria, 60% of
whose members are fishing boats, and the remaining are fishing ships over 12 meters in length; the
Association of Fish Product Producers “BG FISH”, 35% of whose members are fishing boats, and the
remaining are fishing ships over 12 meters in length. All these are registered in the Register of the Fishing
Fleet of the Republic of Bulgaria; they have their own fishing capacity and comply with the requirements
and rules for fishing, landing and first sale. Currently, no representatives of the Romanian small-scale
fisheries are members of the BISAC, but we have already invited their representatives and expect to have
new members from SSF. Unfortunately, in the past, one SSF association was expelled due to repeated
actions of blocking BISAC activity, by not proving the necessary documents to register BISAC under the
BG law.

As per the letter sent by EAFA, Bulgaria, at the request of the BISAC, 93% of the fishing in
Bulgaria is small-scale, but none of the associations of SSF have declared to the EAFA the scope of their
business activity.

As for Romania, according to information provided by their ANPA, in a letter with
Ref.N0.11750/25.11.2019, of the registered organizations operating in the Black Sea (excluding the
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Danube) as on 20.11.2019, the vessels carrying out fishing activities are 28 big ships, constituting 18.5%
of the fleet, and 123 vessels under 12 meters in length, 113 of which are for small-scale coastal fishing
74.83%.

Of the SSF representatives listed above, the current members of the Executive Committee of the
BISAC are:

-European Association of Fishermen in the Black Sea;
-Association MENA;
- Association of Fish Product Producers “BG FISH”.

The Advisory Council provides written translation and oral interpretation at each technical
meeting, the meetings of the working groups, of the Executive Committee and of the General meeting, in
at least two languages — Bulgarian and Romanian — as well as in English if there are any representatives
of the EC at the meetings. All documents are prepared and sent to each member of the BISAC, including
to the SSF representatives, in a paper-based form and translated. The said documents are also sent by
email to the provided email addresses. All important documents are also uploaded on to the website of
the association: https://www.blsaceu.eu/ where they are available and accessible to the public.

Representatives of the small-scale fisheries are also included in the two working groups
functioning at the BISAC and having their meetings on a regular basis. For example, in 2019, 2 of the
working groups meetings were dedicated to SSF issues. The participation of each SSF representative in
meetings of the working groups, the Executive Committee, as well as in the General meeting, is financed
by covering the relevant travel and subsistence costs of the participants.

We believe that we have been following to a great extent the rules regarding the functioning of
Advisory councils in accordance with the Common Fisheries Policy, as set out in the Delegated Regulation
EU 2015/242 of the Commission.

We are a dynamic structure and are willing to admit as our member any association of big or
small groups of SSF representatives. We have established rules pursuant to which any entity wishing to
become our member can do so provided that it meets the requirements set out in Art.8 of the Statutes
of the BISAC and respects the rules stipulated in this and other documents of the association.

We do not tolerate the grey economy. We will continue to support the activities of the
institutions aimed at fighting IUU fishing. We will stand by any SSF representative that adheres to the EC
rules, as well as those of the member-state, on the Common Fisheries Policy, and will gladly welcome the
said representative as member of the BISAC family, in order to hear their voice, to let them voice their
concerns and proposals for protecting and developing this truly attractive and respected sector of Black
Sea fishing.
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