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№. 15/18.06.2025 
 
 
 
To the attention of: 

The Directorate-General for Maritime Affairs and Fisheries – DG MARE 

Ministry for Agriculture and Food, Republic of Bulgaria 

Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development, Romania 

Ministry of Environment and Water, Republic of Bulgaria 

Ministry of Environment, Water and Forests, Romania 

Executive Agency for Fisheries and Aquaculture, Republic of Bulgaria 

National Agency for Fisheries and Aquaculture, Romania 

 

Dear Ladies and Gentlemen,  

Based on the consultations carried out within the Focus Group “Definition and 
Identification of Allocated Zones for Aquaculture” under the Black Sea Advisory 
Council programme, the following recommendations were developed concerning the 
definition and identification of allocated zones for aquaculture in Black Sea.  
 

We reiterate our readiness for further consultations or participation in the 

implementation of the recommendations below. 

 
 

Respectfully, 

Yordan Gospodinov  

BlSAC1 Chairman 

 

 
1 BlSAC, Black Sea Advisory Council is a non-profit and publicly-owned legal entity set up on 20.07.2015 in 

accordance with the provisions of the Non-Profit Legal Entities Act, Commission Delegated Regulation (EU) 
2017/1575 of 23 June 2017 amending Delegated Regulation (EU) 2015/242 laying down detailed rules on the 
functioning of the Advisory Councils under the common fisheries policy 
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Recommendation on the Definition and Identification of 
Allocated Zones for Aquaculture in Black Sea 

 
Background 
 
Allocated Zones for Aquaculture (AZA) represent specific maritime areas designated 
for the regulated implementation of aquaculture-related activities, in accordance with 
national and EU legislation on the sustainable exploitation of marine resources. Within 
the Black Sea area, these zones contribute significantly to validating aquaculture as a 
sustainable sector, while ensuring the protection of marine ecosystems and the 
integration of production activities into maritime spatial planning.  
 
Designation of AZAs in Romania is based on ecological, economic, and social criteria, 
focusing particularly on coastal areas with high potential for aquaculture development. 
Activities carried out in these areas include extensive mariculture (e.g. mussel farms), 
semi-intensive farming (e.g. marine fish breeding), and applied research initiatives. 
Benefits of the establishment of AZAs include increased predictability for investors, 
effective environmental impact monitoring, sustainable marine resource use, as well 
as contributing to food security and the local economy.  
 
An example for best practices is the project, under the coordination of the National 
Institute for Marine Research and Development “Grigore Antipa”, that identified two 
areas with aquaculture potential: Agigea-Eforie (for bivalve molluscs) and Mangalia 
(for fish farming in floating net cages). The analysis methodology involved evaluation 
of physicochemical as well as of socio-economic parameters to determine the 
compatibility for each zone. 
 
The obtained results confirmed the high potential of these areas, leading to the 
installation of Romania’s first operational mussel farm (Agigea-Eforie) and to 
encouraging results in rainbow trout farming in Mangalia area. The project 
demonstrates the effectiveness of cooperation between science, public authorities, 
and the private sector in achieving sustainable development goals and advancing the 
blue economy in Romania. 
 
These zones support the effective management of resources and enable public 
authorities to better coordinate maritime activities. 
 
Recommendations  
 

1. The Member States (MS2) should continue aligning national legislation with EU 
directives in maritime spatial planning and sustainable aquaculture, ensuring 
clarity and stability for investors.  

2. The European Commission (EC3) should support the development of a unified 
legal framework for the designation and management of AZAs in Black Sea 

 
2 MS – Member States 
3 EC – European Commission 



 

Member States, in order to reduce national discrepancies and facilitate cross-
border investment in aquaculture.  

3. EC should promote the establishment of regional cooperation mechanisms 
among coastal Member States (e.g. joint working platforms, INTERREG 
projects) to enable the exchange of data, technologies, and best practices in 
selecting and monitoring AZAs. 

4. MS should actively participate in joint activities to map marine areas suitable 
for aquaculture, using validated and interoperable scientific methodologies.  

5. EC and MS should allocate targeted funding for training the personnel in 
national institutions involved in AZA planning and supervision (e.g. Ministries of 
Agriculture, Fisheries Agencies, Environmental Authorities).  

6. EC and MS should support the creation of regional centres of excellence for 
sustainable marine aquaculture in the Black Sea region, contributing to 
knowledge transfer and innovation.  

7. EC and MS should develop standardised systems for monitoring environmental 
impact in AZAs, applying modern technologies (sensors, remote sensing, 
artificial intelligence).  

8. MS should publish annual performance reports on AZAs, assessing their impact 
on marine biodiversity and relevance to local communities.  

9. CE should explicitly integrate AZAs into the Blue Economy development 
strategies for the Black Sea region, providing clear guidance on the potential of 
sustainable aquaculture. 

10. MS should incorporate the establishment of AZAs into their National Recovery 
and Resilience Plans, as well as in the Regional Development and Cohesion 
Strategy. 

 

BISAC reaffirms its commitment to supporting the authorities of Member States by 
promoting cooperation, regular communication, and the exchange of best practices, 
providing a platform for discussion and harmonisation of specific rules, ensuring fair 
and equitable treatment among the states.  
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