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No.9/30.05.2024 

In the attention of: 

The Directorate-General for Maritime affairs and Fisheries – DG MARE 

Ministry of Agriculture and Food, Republic of Bulgaria 

Executive Agency for Fisheries and Aquaculture, Burgas, Bulgaria 

Ministry of Environment and Water, Bulgaria 

Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development, Romania 

Ministry of Environment, Waters and Forests, Romania 

National Agency for Fisheries and Aquaculture, România 

 

Dear madam and sirs, 

 

Following the consultations carried out within a working group of the Black Sea Advisory 
Council, it was formulated the following recommendation related to marine aquaculture 
needs and challenges in the Black Sea. 
We reiterate our availability in further consultations or involvement in the implementation of 
the recommendations below. 
  
Respectfully, 
Dragos Buhai        
BlSAC1 Chairman  

 
1 BlSAC, Black Sea Advisory Council is a non-profit and publicly-owned legal entity set up on 20.07.2015 in 
accordance with the provisions of the Non-Profit Legal Entities Act, Commission Delegated Regulation (EU) 

mailto:office@blsaceu.eu
mailto:office@blsaceu.eu


 

     
Recommendation related to marine aquaculture needs and challenges in the Black Sea. 

Background  

 
Romania and Bulgaria, as coastal states along the western Black Sea and both members of the 
European Union face similar challenges and opportunities in their aquaculture sectors. Still there are 
distinct differences in their approaches, regulations, and production capabilities. 
 
Romania's marine aquaculture sector has undergone significant transformations in recent decades, 
reflecting shifts in government policies, market demands, and environmental considerations. 
Historically, aquaculture in Romania focused primarily on freshwater species, such as carp and trout, 
due to the abundance of inland water resources. However, in response to declining wild fish stocks 
and increasing consumer demand for seafood, there has been a growing interest in marine 
aquaculture. 
 
The Romanian coastline offers favourable conditions for marine aquaculture, with ample access to 
seawater, suitable temperatures, and diverse marine habitats. Currently, the most prominent marine 
aquaculture activities in Romania include the cultivation of mussels, oysters, and some pilot initiatives 
for fish species like turbot and rainbow trout. 
 
Research institutions, such as the National Institute for Marine Research and Development "Grigore 
Antipa", play a crucial role in supporting Romania's marine aquaculture sector. NIMRD conducts 
research on culture technologies, species selection, and environmental impact assessments to inform 
sustainable aquaculture practices. Experiment conducted in the laboratory included species like: 
Siberian sturgeon (Acipenser baerii), turbot (Scophthalmus maeoticus), golden mullet (Chelon 
auratus), American blue crab (Callinectes sapidus), rainbow trout (Oncorhynchus mykiss), sea bream 
(Sparus aurata). 

Bulgaria boasts a diverse coastline along the western Black Sea, providing ample opportunities for 
marine aquaculture development. Similar to Romania, Bulgaria has a history of aquaculture focused 
primarily on freshwater species, but there is growing interest and investment in marine aquaculture 
as well. 
 
In Bulgaria, marine aquaculture activities primarily involve the cultivation of mussels, clams, and 
various fish species. These species are well-suited to the environmental conditions of the Black Sea 
and are in high demand both domestically and internationally. 
 
Nevertheless, both countries aquaculture industry faces challenges related to regulatory frameworks, 
environmental sustainability, technology uptake, infrastructure development, and market 
competitiveness. However, there are notable strengths, including a favourable climate, access to 
seawater resources, and a strategic geographic location within the European Union. 
 
 
 

 
2017/1575 of 23 June 2017 amending Delegated Regulation (EU) 2015/242 laying down detailed rules on the 
functioning of the Advisory Councils under the common fisheries policy 



 

 
 
 
 

Recommendation 
 
This recommendation is added to the previous recommendations issued by BlSAC on this subject 

or related in the past years: 
• Recommendation related to the challenges in research and innovation in aquaculture in 

the Black Sea (Romania and Bulgaria), No 35/31.08.2023. 
• Recommendation regarding the development of aquaculture in the Black Sea, No 

048/9.08.2022 
 

Therefore, reinforcing these 2 key documents, this recommendation adds the following: 
 
1. To the MS and EC to promote and facilitate the development and implementation of a variety 

of aquaculture systems. These should encompass closed, recirculating systems, as well as 
open-sea cultivation, all tailored to meet the specific needs of different species and local 
ecosystems. 

2. To MS and EC to provide support for research and innovation in aquaculture technology to 
enhance efficiency, productivity, and environmental sustainability. 

3. To the MS to prioritize the cultivation of native species wherever possible. This consideration 
should take into account their ecological compatibility and market demand. Moreover, before 
introducing exotic species, it is essential to conduct thorough impact assessments, adhere to 
relevant regulations, and seek expert consultation to minimize risks to native ecosystems. 

4. To the MS to collaborate on formulating regional guidelines for aquaculture regulation and to 
harmonise the national ones. These guidelines should emphasize sustainability, best practices, 
and streamlined licensing procedures. 

5. To the MS to provide training and capacity-building initiatives for aquaculture stakeholders, 
including farmers, researchers, and decision-makers, to ensure the effective implementation 
of regulatory frameworks. 

6. To the MS to monitor market trends and consumer preferences. This will facilitate targeted 
training and capacity-building programs for aquaculture producers. Comprehensive 
assessments of the socio-economic impacts of aquaculture should also be conducted to guide 
policy formulation and market strategies. 

7. To the MS and EC to promote collaboration among research institutions, industry 
stakeholders, and governmental bodies, including through cluster set up.  

8. To the MS to support Aquaculture Demonstration Centres to act as focal points for knowledge 
exchange, technical cooperation, and capacity-building initiatives tailored to the needs of the 
Black Sea region. 

9. To the MS to promote dialogue, transparency, and collaboration among aquaculture 
stakeholders to cultivate mutual trust and understanding in addressing shared challenges. 
Decision-making should be based on extensive consultations and science evidence. 

 



 

BlSAC is committed to continue supporting the MS authorities to collaborate, regularly communicate 
and exchange best practices, offering a platform for discussion and harmonisation of the specific rules 
in order to ensure equity and fair play among the countries.   
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