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No. 10/11.06.2024 

In the attention of: 

The Directorate-General for Maritime affairs and Fisheries – DG MARE 

Ministry of Agriculture and Food, Republic of Bulgaria 

Executive Agency for Fisheries and Aquaculture, Burgas, Bulgaria 

Ministry of Environment and Water, Bulgaria 

Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development, Romania 

Ministry of Environment, Waters and Forests, Romania 

National Agency for Fisheries and Aquaculture, România 

 

Dear madam and sirs, 

 

Following the consultations carried out within the Black Sea Advisory Council, it was 
formulated the following recommendation related to fishing sector involvement in ghost gear 
mitigation to reduce bycatch. 
We reiterate our availability in further consultations or involvement in the implementation of 
the recommendations below. 
  
Respectfully, 
Dragos Buhai        
BlSAC1 Chairman  

 
1 BlSAC, Black Sea Advisory Council is a non-profit and publicly-owned legal entity set up on 20.07.2015 in 
accordance with the provisions of the Non-Profit Legal Entities Act, Commission Delegated Regulation (EU) 
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Recommendation related to Fishing sector involvement in ghost gear mitigation to reduce 
bycatch. 

Background  

A WWF report shows that every year between 500,000 and 1 million tonnes of fishing gear are lost in 
the sea, resulting in toxic plastic pollution and 338,000 tonnes of fish and shellfish killed from ghost 
fishing. 
 
The Black Sea region faces a significant challenge with abandoned, lost, and discarded fishing nets. 
These nets pose a threat to marine life, biodiversity, and the sustainability of fish resources, already 
threaten by other various factors in the Black Sea and worldwide. Additionally, they incur economic 
losses for fishing communities due to the high investment in fishing gear, impacting more the small-
scale fishery. 
 
The sources of ghost fishing gear in the Black Sea stem from adverse weather conditions, spatial 
pressure conflicts, lack of proper disposal facilities, and high disposal costs. The international (United 
Nations) and European legislative frameworks recognize the issue of abandoned fishing gear, urging 
states and organizations to address it comprehensively. 
 
Successful strategies for managing ghost fishing gear involve comprehensive analysis, learning from 
other regions, capacity building, leadership in funding efforts, and promoting blue growth initiatives. 
Prevention, mitigation, and remediation approaches are essential, including the development of best 
practices, technologies, and information systems. 
 
Small initiatives like "Net free Black Sea 2.0, financially supported by the Ocean Conservancy Small 
Grants Program – Global Ghost Gear Initiative” and implemented by Mare Nostrum NGO, raise 
awareness on the issue among the fishermen and engage them in finding the most appropriate 
solutions. However, there is still a need to steer transparency and openness on the topic and to 
dedicate more resources to tackling this threat.  
 
 

Recommendation 
 
 
1. To the MS2 and EC3 to advocate for integrating ghost gear management measures into 

existing legislative frameworks, aligning with UN4 resolutions, GFCM5 and EC policies. 
Emphasize the importance of recording efforts to recover lost equipment and implementing 
strict regulations for gear management. 

 
2017/1575 of 23 June 2017 amending Delegated Regulation (EU) 2015/242 laying down detailed rules on the 
functioning of the Advisory Councils under the common fisheries policy 
2 MS- Member States 
3 EC- European Commission 
4 UN- United Nations 
5 GFCM- General Fisheries Commission for the Mediterranean  

https://www.marenostrum.ro/en/content/biodiversitate/net-free-black-sea-20


 

2. To the MS and EC to encourage the adoption of technologies for marking and tracking fishing 
gear to facilitate identification and recovery. Promote public-private partnerships to fund the 
implementation of such technologies, ensuring cost-sharing and accessibility. 

3. To the MS to conduct assessment related to mapping ghost fishing gear, impact on 
biodiversity and other human activities and communicate the results in a multi-actor forum 
approach. 

4. To the MS to conduct awareness campaigns among fishermen about the impact of ghost gear 
and provide training to prevent accidental gear loss. Ensure that educational materials and 
resources, are widely accessible to stakeholders. 

5. To the MS to foster collaboration between governments, NGOs, fishermen, and other 
stakeholders to develop and implement ghost gear management strategies. Emphasize the 
importance of responsible disposal and recycling methods for decommissioned fishing nets. 

6. To the EC and MS to invest in research and development to identify innovative technological 
solutions for reducing the impact of ghost fishing gear. Support existing initiatives, which offer 
practical tools for preventing gear loss and facilitating recovery. 

7. To the MS to strengthen monitoring systems to detect lost fishing gear promptly and enforce 
regulations on gear management effectively. Utilize advanced technologies and data analytics 
to monitor gear movements and assess their impact on marine ecosystems. 

8. To the EC and MS to support investments in fishing gear recycling technologies and  provide 
recycling and disposal schemes. 

 
BlSAC is committed to continue supporting the MS authorities to collaborate, regularly communicate 
and exchange best practices, offering a platform for discussion and harmonisation of the specific rules 
in order to ensure equity and fair play among the countries.   
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