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In the attention of:
The Directorate-General for Maritime Affairs and Fisheries (DG MARE) of EC
Ministry for Agriculture, Republic of Bulgaria
National Agency for Fisheries and Aquaculture, Burgas, Bulgaria
Ministry of Energy, Republic of Bulgaria
Ministry of Environment, Republic of Bulgaria
Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development, Romania
Ministry of Environment, Waters and Forests, Romania
National Agency for Fisheries and Aquaculture, Romania

Ministry of Energy, Romania

Dear madam and sirs,

Following the consultations carried out within a working group of the Black Sea Advisory
Council, it was formulated the following recommendation related to the interaction between
fishery and the future wind farms in the Black Sea.

We reiterate our availability in further consultations or involvement in the implementation of
the recommendations below.
Respectfully,

Digitally signed by BUHAI DANIEL
Daniel Buhai _ BlSAC]_ Chairman BU H'AI DANIEL Dg:st?2(>),25;?(;]7e.25 1y3:21:39+03'00'

1 BISAC, Black Sea Advisory Council is a non-profit and publicly-owned legal entity set up on 20.07.2015 in
accordance with the provisions of the Non-Profit Legal Entities Act, Commission Delegated Regulation (EU)
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Recommendation related to the interaction between fishery and the future wind farms in
the Black Sea (Romania and Bulgaria).

Background

According to the European Green Deal, offshore wind power will be a key component to
achieving net-zero greenhouse gas emissions by 2050.

The Commission's Long-Term Strategy (LTS) examined several pathways to reduce GHG
emissions and estimated that it will require 451 GW of offshore wind capacity by 2050. By
then, the Commission estimates that up to 30% of electricity demand could be supplied by
offshore wind.

Although clear that Romania and Bulgaria have a high offshore wind potential to build farms
and develop in a first phase a capacity of 3GW each, fishing sector it is a traditional one for
both countries with already defined coastal depended communities. Considering that future
renewable energy investments will support generation of new jobs, increase taxes and
incomes for the communities in the area, there is a clear community that will be impacted
and have to be protected against the new developments.

The installation of wind turbines and associated infrastructure can alter the marine
ecosystem, affecting fish migration patterns, spawning grounds, and feeding areas.
Fishermen also raise concerns about the noise generated by construction activities and the
potential for damage to fishing gear.

Although not developed yet, aquaculture is an important alternative solution for the coastal
fishing community and shellfish farming has already started to gain importance and
investment in the area. Therefore, the impact of offshore wind farms on water quality and
the potential for increased sedimentation and nutrient enrichment, can adversely affect the
growth and survival of shellfish.

Recommendations

The Black Sea Advisory Council issued in the past two recommendations related to the
interaction of fishery, aquaculture and offshore windfarms (No. 52/29.09.2022 -
Recommendation on Maritime Spatial Planning in the Black Sea and no. 22/4.03.2022 -
Interaction between fishing and offshore wind farms in the Black Sea (Romania and
Bulgaria)). Therefore, reinforcing these 2 key documents, this recommendation adds and
details the following:

1. To the MS? to suspend any consultation actions or the realization of opportunity and
feasibility studies for the establishment of offshore wind farms, in Romania and
Bulgaria, until the Maritime Spatial Planning plans are adopted. These plans have to
be developed in real consultation with the fishing sector and especially BISAC as stated
in the EU Directive 89/2014.

2017/1575 of 23 June 2017 amending Delegated Regulation (EU) 2015/242 laying down detailed rules on the
functioning of the Advisory Councils under the common fisheries policy
2 MS — Member State
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2. To the MS to position the future offshore wind farms the obligatory location of such
farms as far away from the coastline as possible, after the isobath of 40m, thus
protecting traditional fishing areas as well as areas where aquaculture can be
practiced. This will also avoid possible negative effects on migratory fish and habitats
in the Black Sea and in particular, on noise pollution.

3. To the MS to establish a platform for regular dialogue and collaboration among
stakeholders, including fishery and aquaculture representatives, offshore wind farm
developers, government agencies, environmental organizations, and local
communities. This platform should allow for open discussions, information sharing,
and joint decision-making processes.

4. To the MS and EC3 to invest in scientific research and monitoring programs to
understand the ecological dynamics of the coastal zone, including fish populations,
their habitats, and interactions with aquaculture and offshore wind farms. Long-term
monitoring can help assess the effectiveness of mitigation measures and inform
adaptive management strategies.

5. To the MS and EC to develop financial incentives and compensation mechanisms for
fishers and aquaculture operators who may be impacted by the establishment of
offshore wind farms. These mechanisms can help alleviate potential economic losses
and facilitate a smoother transition to coexistence.

6. To the EC to oversee and ensure a fair treatment for the coastal fishing community in
both MS and to provide scientific advice to lower the risk of conflict between potential
activities and policy priorities.

3 EC — European Commission
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