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No. 13/24.10.2024
In the attention of:
The Directorate-General for Maritime affairs and Fisheries — DG MARE
Ministry of Agriculture and Food, Republic of Bulgaria
Executive Agency for Fisheries and Aquaculture, Burgas, Bulgaria
Ministry of Environment and Water, Bulgaria
Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development, Romania
Ministry of Environment, Waters and Forests, Romania

National Agency for Fisheries and Aquaculture, Romania

Dear madam and sirs,

Following the consultations carried out within the Black Sea Advisory Council, it was
formulated the following recommendation related to the improvement of selectivity and
needs for gear modernisation to reduce impact on vulnerable species.

We reiterate our availability in further consultations or involvement in the implementation of
the recommendations below.

Respectfully, o
Dragos Buhai BUHAI SIDOR- gonamscos” =
BISAC1 Chairman DRAGOS 582?6(??24‘10.2416:23:21

1 BISAC, Black Sea Advisory Council is a non-profit and publicly-owned legal entity set up on 20.07.2015 in
accordance with the provisions of the Non-Profit Legal Entities Act, Commission Delegated Regulation (EU)
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Recommendation related to the improvement of selectivity and needs for gear
modernisation to reduce impact on vulnerable species.

Background

As other European and worldwide fisheries, Romania and Bulgaria face significant challenges,
particularly in improving gear selectivity to reduce bycatch, which often includes vulnerable
species like sturgeon and dolphins. Traditional fishing methods, such as gillnets and trammel
nets, are not selective enough, leading to unintended bycatch and negative impacts on fish
populations and habitats.

Both countries have regulations to improve fisheries sustainability, but discrepancies exist,
especially regarding the use of specific fishing gear like monofilament nets and dredges. These
regulatory differences hinder coordinated efforts to protect the Black Sea's shared marine
resources.

Modernizing fishing gear is essential for enhancing selectivity and minimizing environmental
impact. This includes adopting advanced technologies, such as gillnets to deter marine
mammals, and species-specific gear. While some funding from the European Maritime and
Fisheries Fund (EMFF) supports these efforts, more resources and collaboration are needed.
Regional cooperation is crucial for effective fisheries management in the Black Sea.
Harmonizing regulations, sharing best practices, and collaborating on research are key to
achieving sustainable fisheries.

Recommendation

1. To the MS? and EC? to adopted and promote the best practices identified in the PECH
Committee study, including bottom-up initiatives that involve close collaboration with
fishers. These initiatives should be supported by transparent communication, financial
incentives, and efforts to improve the public image of sustainable fisheries.

2. To the MS to harmonize fishing gear regulations between Romania and Bulgaria,
especially concerning the use of monofilament nets and dredges for bivalve
harvesting. A common regulatory framework would ensure consistent protection of
vulnerable species and habitats across the Black Sea.

3. To the EC and MS to allocate specific resources (through EMFAF or other funds) for
the modernization of fishing gear in the Black Sea region. Funding should prioritize
small-scale fishers and support the adoption of innovative, selective gear that reduces
bycatch and environmental impact.

4. To the MS to implement seasonal fishing bans in sensitive areas, particularly during
the summer months, to protect biodiversity and allow for the recovery of vulnerable

2017/1575 of 23 June 2017 amending Delegated Regulation (EU) 2015/242 laying down detailed rules on the
functioning of the Advisory Councils under the common fisheries policy

2 MS- Member States

3 EC- European Commission
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species. These bans should be enforced consistently across all Black Sea countries to
prevent the overexploitation of resources.

5. To the EC and MS to continue to support research into the selectivity of fishing gear
and the behavior of vulnerable species. We recommend that the results from ongoing
projects, such as BlackSea4Fish, be used to inform and refine selectivity measures.
Research institutions should be supported in their efforts to analyze the impact of gear
on the seabed and bycatch, providing a scientific basis for future regulatory decisions.

6. To the MS to support scientifically and financially the implementation of fishing gear
that minimizes bycatch, particularly of vulnerable species such as sturgeon and
dolphins. The use of acoustic deterrent devices should be mandated in areas where
vulnerable species are prevalent.

By implementing these recommendations, the European Commission and Member States can
significantly contribute to the sustainable management of fisheries in the Black Sea, ensuring
the protection of vulnerable species and the long-term viability of the region's marine
resources.

BISAC is committed to continue supporting the MS authorities to collaborate, regularly
communicate and exchange best practices, offering a platform for discussion and
harmonisation of the specific rules in order to ensure equity and fair play among the
countries.
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