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No.35/31.08.2023
In the attention of:
The Directorate-General for Maritime Affairs and Fisheries (DG MARE) of EC
Ministry for Agriculture, Republic of Bulgaria
National Agency for Fisheries and Aquaculture, Burgas, Bulgaria
Ministry of Environment, Bulgaria
Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development, Romania
Ministry of Environment, Waters and Forests, Romania

National Agency for Fisheries and Aquaculture, Roméania
Dear madam and sirs,

Following the consultations carried out within a working group of the Black Sea Advisory
Council, it was formulated the following recommendation related to the challenges in research
and innovation in the Black Sea.

We reiterate our availability in further consultations or involvement in the implementation of
the recommendations below.

Respectfully, B U HAI Digitally signed by

Daniel Buhas BUHAI DANIEL
aniel Buial DANIEL Date: 2023.08.30
BISAC" Chairman 12:20:06 +03'00'

1 BISAC, Black Sea Advisory Council is a non-profit and publicly-owned legal entity set up on 20.07.2015 in
accordance with the provisions of the Non-Profit Legal Entities Act, Commission Delegated Regulation (EU)
2017/1575 of 23 June 2017 amending Delegated Regulation (EU) 2015/242 laying down detailed rules on the
functioning of the Advisory Councils under the common fisheries policy
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Recommendation related to the challenges in research and innovation in
aquaculture in the Black Sea (Romania and Bulgaria).

Background

Marine aquaculture has a relatively recent development in Romania and Bulgaria and still faces
a lot of difficulties from a legislative, scientific and technological point of view. Nevertheless,
there is a strong desire for regional development in perspective for both countries.

In the specific case of the Black Sea, where overexploitation is still considered a problem, most
of the riparian countries don’t share the same standards, directives and legislation, leaving a
higher pressure on the 2 countries that are MS and only represent 3.4% of the total landings®
in the region. In such case, when the traditional captures are in danger and overlapping the
recent Russia’s aggression on Ukraine, costal aquaculture can represent a solution bringing
various environmental, social and economic benefits.

Greater and timely support is needed in order to overcome the challenges that historically and
recently hinder aquaculture development.

For instance, one of the problems that prevented both harvesting and cultivation of bivalves
from the natural environment was the lack of microbiological classification of Black Sea
waters, as required by Regulation (EC) no. 627/2019 (previously 854/2004).

Currently, the microbiological study has been completed for Romania and all 3 areas of
production and relocation of live bivalve molluscs in the Romanian sector of the Black Sea
(Chituc - Perisor, Baia Mamaia and Agigea - Mangalia) were classified in class A, which opens
up huge opportunities for bivalve aquaculture on our coast.

In Bulgaria, there has been no classification of marine areas for the extraction/catch of wild
bivalves. Only farms that represent small areas of the water area and have permanent markings
and GPS coordinates are classified. They are stationary. In Bulgaria, only the aquaculture of
bivalves is developed, and mainly of the Black Sea Mussel species (Mytilus galloprovincialis).
Attempts have been made to breed fish in cages and to farm brown algae, but with older
technology and the attempts have not been successful. The specificity of the Black Sea should
be taken into account, which is expressed in sharp temperature changes during the different
seasons, as well as sea currents, plankton blooms, eutrophication of coastal waters and the large
urbanization of coastal areas /resorts, settlements, industry, etc./

Both Romania and Bulgaria identified added challenges when addressing the aquaculture
development in the Black Sea:
- Lack of experience and proven high TRL expertise in aquaculture activities,
technologies, and species cultivation.
- Poor legislative context adds bureaucratic burden to investors and private companies.
- High fees for water use considering that marine aquaculture in the area is still a high-
risk business.
- Lack of investments funds or hard to obtain dedicated to marine aquaculture.
- Sporadic transfer between the scientific and the private sector, with no examples of
spin-offs or start-ups in the aquaculture field.

2FAOQ. 2022. The State of Mediterranean and Black Sea Fisheries 2022. General Fisheries Commission
for the Mediterranean. Rome.
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- Limited number of species explored for aquaculture, excluding completely algae.

Recommendations

This Black Sea Advisory Council recommendation is directly connected with 2 previous
recommendations issued in the past:
e Recommendation on Evolution of fisheries and marine aquaculture in pandemic and
war years, No. 032/25.07.2023
e Recommendation regarding the development of aquaculture in the Black Sea, No
048/9.08.2022
Therefore, reinforcing these 2 key documents, this recommendation adds the following,
especially dedicated to research and innovation in aquaculture:

1. To the MS? to speed up the legislative changes and to bureaucratically ease the
establishment of aquaculture farms and activities in the Black Sea.

2. To the EC* to support technological transfer from the western Europe to the Black Sea,
through twinning funded projects that build excellence, dedicated tech transfer events
that increase partnerships and networking. Dedicated actions and events under
Common Maritime Agenda for the Black Sea, Blue Invest, Aquaculture Assistance
Mechanism and EU4Algae are encouraged to involve stakeholders from the Black Sea
interested in aquaculture.

3. To the MS and EC to support research and innovation initiatives related to aquaculture
and to facilitate the results open access.

4. To the MS to set up a joint fair for marine aquaculture technological solutions, that can
boost private sector involvement and networking.

3 MS — Member State
4 EC — European Commission
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