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No.34/30.08.2023

In the attention of: DIRECTORATE-GENERAL FOR MARITIME AFFAIRS AND FISHERIES

Related to: Communication from the Commission “Sustainable fishing in the EU: state of
play and orientations for 2024” COM (2023) 303

Dear MARE team,

Following the previous consultations carried out within the Black Sea Advisory Council, it was
formulated the following recommendation related to the Communication from the
Commission “Sustainable fishing in the EU: state of play and orientations for 2024” COM
(2023) 303.

Respectfully,
Daniel Buhai
BISAC! Chairman

1 BISAC, Black Sea Advisory Council
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Recommendation related to the Communication from the Commission
“Sustainable fishing in the EU: state of play and orientations for 2024” COM
(2023) 303.

Acknowledging all the challenges that Black Sea is facing at this moment (Russia aggression
on Ukraine, lasting for more than 1 year and a half) and considering the political situation
of the riparian countries (only 2 are EU Member States and only 3 are GFCM contracting
parties), BISAC considers very relevant to threat more specifically the sustainable fishing in
the region.

Thus, it is of outmost importance to consider the proper and actual context and its implications
for the long term on the basin biodiversity, but also the fishing community in the region. For
example, the Member states that are working to achieve the EU targets and directives (Romania
and Bulgaria) only account for the 3.4% of the landing in the whole basin. Thus, it is important
to dedicate a greater effort to the leveling playfield in the region and to support the
extension of the sustainability measures applicability and the monitoring and control, to
cover as much as possible the Black Sea basin.

All data hardly gathered and supporting the document mentioned above, must be updated under
the new conditions, knowing that the intense military actions in the area and the drifted
mines already signaled close to Romania, Bulgaria and Tiirkiye shore pose a clear
environmental impact, potentially changing the fish stocks, migration, reproduction as
well.

We support an extensive study to measure the impact and to predict the effects in the long
term of these military actions on the biodiversity and the Black Sea environment. Future
fishing opportunities can be truly considered sustainable, if relying on new data.

Moreover, the continuous and difficult to contain threat of the war proximity and the drifted
mines, leads to cessation and reduction of the fishing effort. Some fishermen don’t want to
take risks or must reduce and even cancel the fishing missions due to mines encounter.
This is a burden more added to the increased new costs of fuels and energy that disrupted all
industry prices worldwide.

The appreciated and much needed financial aid allocated through EMFAF has to be monitored
closely and checked from the results point of view also. As included in our past
recommendations also (No. 032/25.07.2023, no 36/9.05.2022), this aid truly reaches its
‘purpose if beneficiaries have the possibility to access it in due time, transparently and in a
clear way. The bureaucracy burden reduction and a simplified procedure for financial
aid to reduce the administrative load and to fast release the funds is crucial for the success of
the process. This adds to the need for a clear definition and interpretation of the “temporary
cessation of the fishing activity” meaning, in agreement with EC and national control
agencies, to prevent the risk of returning of funds.
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Unfortunately, the volatile situation in the Black Sea Basin gives poor predictability and
requires intensified efforts in monitoring and assessing the status in the region. Greater
support for the industry in the region and for the environmental monitoring is needed. BISAC
restates its availability to act as a mediator among the stakeholders and to support sustainability
measures implementation.
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