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For the attention of:

Directorate-General for Maritime Affairs and Fisheries (DG MARE)

Ministry of Agriculture and Food, Republic of Bulgaria

Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development, Romania

Ministry of Environment and Water, Republic of Bulgaria

Ministry of Environment, Water and Forests, Romania

National Agency for Fisheries and Aquaculture, Burgas, Republic of Bulgaria
National Agency for Fisheries and Aquaculture, Romania

Dear Sir or Madam,

Following the consultations carried out within the Working Group on Fishing gear selectivity
— Modification and regulation of devices for catching demersal and benthic species adapted
to the specificity of the Black Sea, under the programme of the Black Sea Advisory Council,
the following recommendations have been formulated with regard to reducing the impact
of fishing gear on marine habitats.

We reiterate our availability for further consultations or for involvement in the
implementation of the recommendations identified below.

YORDAN PDigitally signed

Yours sincerely, by YORDAN

Yordan Gospodinov DI N EV ([‘jg\ISEIYODINOV

Chairman of BISAC! GOSPOD pate:
2026.03.05
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1 BISAC, Black Sea Advisory Council is a non-profit legal entity with public ownership established on 20 July
2015, in accordance with the provisions of the Law on Non-Profit Legal Entities and Commission Delegated
Regulation (EU) 2017/1575 of 23 June 2017 amending Delegated Regulation (EU) 2015/242 laying down
detailed rules on the functioning of Advisory Councils under the Common Fisheries Policy.
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Fishing Gear Selectivity.
Modification and legalization of devices for catching demersal and benthic species
adapted to the specificity of the Black Sea, with minimal impact on habitats

Background

Fishing gear selectivity represents an essential element of the Common Fisheries Policy,
being recognized at European Union level as a key instrument for protecting biodiversity
and enhancing the sustainability of the fisheries sector. Various studies conducted by
European institutions highlight that the modification of the technical configuration of fishing
gears constitutes one of the most effective methods for increasing selectivity.

As in other European fishing areas, Romania and Bulgaria face specific challenges in this
field. Both countries have regulatory frameworks aimed at improving the sustainability of
fisheries; however, discrepancies persist that reduce the effectiveness of coordinated
efforts to protect the shared marine resources of the Black Sea.

In recent years, innovative selective devices have been developed at regional level within
the fisheries sector, based on mechanical sieving systems, selection grids and technical
parameters configured according to the size of target species, designed to adapt fishing
methods to the geomorphological and biological characteristics of the Black Sea. Tests
carried out within pilot projects developed by fishermen’s associations in Bulgaria, including
the use of SUUD-type fishing gears (Selective Device for Bivalves), intended for fishing
species such as Donax trunculus and Chamelea gallina, indicate the potential of these
technological solutions to reduce the disturbance of the benthic substrate while maintaining
the economic viability of fishing activities.

The modification of technical measures requires the collection of a significant volume of
scientifically validated data, the implementation of robust pilot studies and the coordination
at regional level of the evaluation process, while also taking into account the costs incurred
by fisheries sector operators in the implementation of these measures.

In addition to measures such as spatial-temporal fisheries management, the establishment
of minimum sizes and catch limits, the adaptation of fishing practices, the use of by-catch
reduction technologies and the implementation of data-based monitoring systems,
improving gear selectivity remains an essential element for reducing pressure on benthic
ecosystems and enhancing the sustainability of the fisheries sector.
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Recommendations

1. The EC?and MS? are invited to support the strengthening, at regional level, of a
hormonised regulatory framework enabling the testing, authorization and use of
innovative selective devices for demersal and benthic species in the Black Sea.

2. MS — to encourage regional scientific testing programmes and monitoring of the
performance of selective fishing gears and the behaviour of the targeted species, in
cooperation with research institutes and the fisheries sector, in order to collect valid data
necessary to support regulatory decisions. This process should build upon the results
achieved to date and ensure the integration of best practices identified at European
level.

3. MS — to ensure the clear definition of technical standards concerning the selectivity
parameters of fishing gears (distance between selection elements, sediment penetration
depth, mesh size, trawling speed and other relevant parameters), in order to avoid non-
uniform interpretations of the regulatory framework and the use of gears with excessive
impact on non-target species and benthic habitats.

4. MS —to support the collection of an adequate volume of data and the implementation of
robust studies to assess the technical viability, environmental impact and socio-economic
implications of the proposed innovative equipment and technologies. BISAC underlines
that technical solutions developed in dialogue with fishers and tested under commercial
conditions present a higher likelihood of adoption and operational efficiency.

5. MS — to coordinate, as a complementary measure, spatial-temporal management
measures allowing the alternation over time and space of fishing-impacted areas with
areas designated for biological recovery. These measures should be applied coherently
and in close consultation with representatives of the fisheries sector.

6. The EC and MS — to promote the exchange of best practices among Black Sea coastal
states regarding the design, testing and use of selective fishing gears adapted to regional
conditions and should support the promotion of the voluntary use of more selective
fishing gears, in order to ensure responsible and sustainable fishing.

2 EC - European Comission
3 MS - Member States
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7. The EC and MS are invited to support, through dedicated funding — including the
European Maritime, Fisheries and Aquaculture Fund (EMFAF) and other relevant financial
instruments — the wider deployment of innovative fishing gear with improved
selectivity, with a view to reducing environmental impacts in the Black Sea region.

BISAC reaffirms its commitment to supporting Member State authorities in promoting
regular communication and the exchange of best practices within the framework of the
Common Fisheries Policy, by providing a regional cooperation framework and a structured
dialogue mechanism aimed at ensuring fair conditions for cooperation between countries.
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