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To the attention of:

The Directorate-General for Maritime Affairs and Fisheries — DG MARE
Ministry for Agriculture and Food, Republic of Bulgaria

Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development, Romania

Ministry of Environment and Water, Republic of Bulgaria

Ministry of Environment, Water and Forests, Romania

Executive Agency for Fisheries and Aquaculture, Republic of Bulgaria

National Agency for Fisheries and Aquaculture, Romania

Dear Ladies and Gentlemen,

Based on the consultations carried out within the Focus Group “Socio-economic
resilience of fishing communities. Limitations and challenges. Workforce, training, and
the attractiveness of the fisheries and aquaculture sector” under the Black Sea
Advisory Council programme, the following recommendations were developed
concerning the increasing the socio-economic resilience of fishing communities in
Romania and Bulgaria.

We reiterate our readiness for further consultations or participation in the
implementation of the recommendations below.

Respectfully, YORDAN E;g\'foagéiﬂned
Yordan Gospodinov DINEV DINEV
BISAC' Chairman GOSPODIN GOSPODINOV
Date: 2026.07.13
ov 16:44:26 +03'00"

1 BISAC, Black Sea Advisory Council is a non-profit and publicly-owned legal entity set up on 20.07.2015 in
accordance with the provisions of the Non-Profit Legal Entities Act, Commission Delegated Regulation (EU)
2017/1575 of 23 June 2017 amending Delegated Regulation (EU) 2015/242 laying down detailed rules on the
functioning of the Advisory Councils under the common fisheries policy
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Recommendation on increasing the socio-economic resilience of fishing
communities in Romania and Bulgaria

Background

Fishing communities in the Black Sea region are undergoing a continuous
process of adaptation to the ecological, economic, and social changes affecting the
fisheries and aquaculture sector. In recent years, pressures exerted on marine
ecosystems by the intensive exploitation of resources, pollution, habitat degradation,
and the effects of climate change have influenced the availability and distribution of
commercially important species, creating additional challenges for the economic
viability of fishing activities.

At the same time, fishing-dependent communities are facing structural
difficulties related to rising operational costs, income volatility, and competition from
imported products, factors that reduce the economic attractiveness of the sector and
limit its ability to attract new investments and human resources.

A major challenge lies in the demographic and social dimension of the sector.
The ageing workforce, the shortage of qualified personnel, and the declining interest
of young people in professions related to fisheries and aquaculture threaten the
transfer of knowledge and the continuity of traditional activities within coastal
communities. At the same time, technological developments and increasingly complex
requirements for the sustainable management of marine resources necessitate the
development of new professional skills, including in the fields of digitalisation, maritime
safety, entrepreneurship, and fisheries management.

In this context, the diversification of economic activities associated with
fisheries and the development of marine aquaculture are recognised as important
pathways for strengthening the resilience of coastal communities. Aquaculture
provides additional employment and income-generating opportunities while
contributing to the reduction of pressure on natural fish stocks and supporting the
development of local value chains based on production, processing, gastronomy, and
tourism.

The sustainable development of the sector depends on strengthening
cooperation between the scientific community, public administration, and economic
operators, improving access to training and knowledge-transfer programmes, and
ensuring the existence of administrative and regulatory frameworks that facilitate
investment and innovation. Furthermore, the use of scientific data and bioeconomic
analyses in the decision-making process is an essential prerequisite for ensuring a
balance between the conservation of marine resources and the maintenance of the
socio-economic viability of fishing communities in the Black Sea region.
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Recommendations

1.

Member States (MS?) and European Commission (EC3) should develop a
dedicated programme for strengthening the socio-economic resilience of Black
Sea fishing communities, supporting vocational training, the diversification of
economic activities, and generational renewal within the sector.

MS and the EC should promote regional cooperation and the exchange of best
practices among Black Sea riparian countries, including through joint research,
training, and marine aquaculture development projects.

MS and the EC should ensure sustainable financial support for aquaculture
demonstration centres and for technology transfer and innovation projects, as
instruments for skills development and investment stimulation.

MS should develop national and cross-border vocational training and education
programmes in fisheries, aquaculture, and the blue economy, aimed at
attracting and preparing new generations of professionals.

MS should simplify and streamline administrative and licensing procedures for
aquaculture investments while maintaining environmental protection standards
and the sustainable use of maritime space.

MS should support the diversification of economic activities within fishing
communities, including through the development of aquaculture, fish product
processing, tourism, and other complementary activities related to the blue
economy.

MS should strengthen cooperation among authorities, research institutes,
professional organisations, and the business sector to improve the use of
scientific results in policy development and decision-making processes.

MS should support the development and operation of training, research, and
technological demonstration infrastructures in the fields of aquaculture and
fisheries, as key elements for enhancing the competitiveness and resilience of
the sector.

MS should improve the collection and use of socio-economic and bioeconomic
data to support management measures and assess their impact on fishing
communities.

10.EC, in collaboration with the GFCM Secretariat, should support the

development of a regionally recognized certification framework by harmonizing
training courses on onboard safety, the use of navigation equipment, and
survival techniques, ensuring their compliance with both European Union
regulations and GFCM resolutions.

BISAC reaffirms its commitment to supporting the authorities of Member States by
promoting cooperation, regular communication, and the exchange of best practices,
providing a platform for discussion and harmonisation of specific rules, ensuring fair
and equitable treatment among the states.

2 MS — Member States
3 EC - European Commission
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