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Ref.No 18/03.05.2023

In the attention of: Ministry of Education and Science: Science Directorate, R. Bulgaria
Copy to: Ministry for Agriculture, Republic of Bulgaria
Copy to: The Directorate-General for Maritime Affairs and Fisheries (DG MARE) of EC

Subject: Inclusion of the Republic of Bulgaria as a program partner of the Sustainable Blue
Economy Partnership

Dear madam and sirs,

It has come to our attention the impossibility for Bulgarian organisations to join proposals
under the First Joint Transnational Co-Funded Call Title: The way forward: a thriving
sustainable blue economy for a brighter future, of the Sustainable Blue Economy Partnership.

This obstacle is prohibiting the Bulgarian organisations to join efforts with the EU ones and to
take advantage of the same conditions and opportunities under this framework.

Blue economy is a topic highly relevant and of great interest of the Black Sea Advisory Council
(BISAC)! and its members and we consider a discrimination the fact the Romanian members
can seize the opportunity, while the Bulgarian ones not.

This is even more important since the European Association of Black Sea Fishermen (one of
our members) has received an invitation to participate in a project under the above-mentioned
call and coordinated by a Spanish organisation.

1 BISAC, Black Sea Advisory Council is a non-profit and publicly-owned legal entity set up on 20.07.2015 in
accordance with the provisions of the Non-Profit Legal Entities Act, Commission Delegated Regulation (EU)
2017/1575 of 23 June 2017 amending Delegated Regulation (EU) 2015/242 laying down detailed rules on the
functioning of the Advisory Councils under the common fisheries policy.
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More specifically, the sub-topic addressed is Green Transition of Blue Food production, a very
important one for our small-scale fishermen.

According to the application guidelines: “4.1 Participating countries - A total of 37 Funding
Organizations (FOs) from 24 countries (19 Member States and 4 Associated Countries and 1
non-EU country) have agreed to launch the first joint call for proposals for research and
innovation activity. The list of countries is as follows: Belgium, Brazil, Cyprus, Denmark,
Estonia, Faroe Islands, Finland, France, Germany, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania,
Malta, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, The Netherlands, and
Turkey.” As you may see, Bulgaria is not included in the list of the eligible countries and this
is preventing us from contributing to a just and inclusive transition to a regenerative and
sustainable blue economy. On the contrary, such practice will leave Bulgaria behind in the
transformation needed towards a climate-neutral, sustainable, productive and competitive blue
economy by 2030.

Therefore, we kindly request the remediation of this situation, insurance of a
levelling playfield and equal access to funds for the Bulgarian organisations.
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