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MINUTES 

Of the General meeting of the BlSAC,  

Held on 13th and 14th November 2019 

On 13th and 14th November 2019, in Varna, The Roslin-Dimyat Hotel, a General meeting of 
the BlSAC was duly convened and held in accordance with the following Agenda:   

13.11.2019 /Wednesday/ 

Item.1  Registration; 

Item.2 Calling the meeting to order, appointing a chairperson of the meeting, a secretary to 
take the Minutes, and a census taker;   

Item.3 Introducing the officials and guests, addresses; 

Item. 4 Opportunities for funding in the next programming period through EDF 2021-2027. 
(Guest lecturer – Stoyan Kotov, Director of ‘Maritime and Fisheries’ Department at the Ministry of 
Agriculture, Food and Forestry);   

 Coffee break; 

Item.5  Approval of the working program of the BlSAC for 2020.  

Item.6 Discussion of topics for the Working groups in 2020.   

Item.7 Miscellaneous; 

14.11.2019 /Thursday/ 

Item.1  Calling the General meeting to order; 

Item.2 Admission of new members / dismissal of members of the BlSAC. 

Item.3 Discussions and approval of the budget of the BlSAC for 2020;  

Item. 4  Determining the amount of the BlSAC membership fee for 2019; 

Item. 5 Appointing a registered /statutory/ auditor;  
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Item. 6  Miscellaneous; 

On 13th November, after examining the submitted documents and proxies on the part of the 
members of the General meeting of the BlSAC, it was established that there was a quorum and the 
General meeting could be held. 10 of the 13 members of the General meeting were present. All the 
members had been duly notified of the meeting. Absentees: representatives of the Association of 
traders in fishery products Tomis, the Association of marine fisheries “Black Sea”, and the 
Association “Friends of the Black Sea”.    

Under Item 2 of the Agenda:    It was proposed and put to the vote that the Chairperson of 
the BlSAC, Mr. Yordan Gospodinov, should chair the meeting, and Mrs. Elena Peneva should take the 
Minutes, Mrs Michaela Candea-Mirea should be census taker. 

Voted FOR – 10 votes.   

Under Item 3 of the Agenda: The officials and guests to the meeting were introduced: Mrs 
Pascal Colson – advisory councils coordinator at DG MARE; Mr. Stoyan Kotov – Director of Maritime 
and Fisheries Department at MAFF; Assoc. Prof. Galin Nikolov – Managing Director of EAFA; Mr. 
Konstantin Petrov – EAFA, Burgas; Assoc. Prof. Dr. Elitsa Petrova-Pavlova – Director of the Institute 
of Fish Resources, Varna.   

Under Item 4 of the Agenda: Mr. Stoyan Kotov made a presentation of ‘Opportunities for 
funding in the next programming period through EDF 2021-2027’.   

Discussions and comments followed:  

Mr. Yordan Gospodinov: Can the BlSAC be a beneficiary under EDF in the new programming 
period?  

Mr. Stoyan Kotov: There are no obstacles on the part of the authorities to the BlSAC’s 
participation in its capacity of a non-profit making legal entity, and to its application for the so called 
‘soft measures’. The question is what projects does the BlSAC see itself in as being the beneficiary, 
perhaps in the field of improving its competences and knowledge of the Black Sea?   

Mrs. Pascal Colson: The program project is already under way, but no final decisions have 
been made yet. For the new programming period, the EC wishes to simplify its tools and 
mechanisms. The BlSAC may be invited to take part in the working groups under the program.   

Mrs Mihaela Candea-Mirea: In this programming period, is there a priority focused on 
collecting marine waste, and who can be a beneficiary under such a priority?   

Mr. Stoyan Kotov: Under Priority 1: ‘Encouraging and promoting sustainable fisheries and 
the protection of marine biological resources’, there is such an opportunity, but so far no measures 
have started and no such projects have been developed.   

The increase of the turbot quota for Bulgaria and Romania to 75t for each country was also 
discussed. Mr. Galin Nikolov explained that the increase was the result of the joint efforts of 
scientists, administration and fisheries. There are other new developments ahead, namely, the 
commencement of new studies of commercially significant fish, and for the purpose, the available 
stocks will be evaluated. The researched species will be scad /horse mackerel/, red mullet and shark. 
At the 43rd session of GFCM in Athens, a Recovery plan for Black sea shark stocks was discussed.  
Subsequently, the term ‘recovery plan’ was eliminated, but it is urgent and vital that research aimed 
at evaluating the stocks should be carried out.   
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Mrs Elitsa Petrova: In connection with the increase of the turbot quota, which will be for 3 
years, in the meantime, the scientific community will focus its efforts on determining the referential 
mass of turbot. As regards scad, red mullet and shark, IFR has received data of by-catches /incidental 
catches/ of those species during turbot fishing, but the data is insufficient, so their stocks should be 
investigated.   

Under Item 5 of the Agenda: The Secretariat of the BlSAC put forward a proposal for 
Working program for 2020. The text of the program was discussed. Mrs. Pascal Colson 
recommended that the meetings of GFCM and the dates for the Black Sea conferences should be 
added to the list of scheduled meetings for 2020. It would be a good idea if the BlSAC sent its 
proposals prior to the meetings of GFCM so that those proposals could be included in the discussion 
topics. It is also expected that there will be more participants in the meetings of the Advisory 
Councils – it is recommended that the Chairman and the General secretary should attend those 
meetings.   

Mr. Daniel Buhai: In the future, if the representatives of the Secretariat of the BlSAC are 
unable to attend a meeting, they should promptly inform the members of the BlSAC so that some of 
them could attend.   

Mr. Marian Paiyu: proposed that another topic should be added to the topics for working 
group 3 of the working program – Descriptor 1, which refers to biodiversity.   

The Working program for 2020 was put to the vote.   

Voted FOR – 10 votes.   

Under Item 6 of the Agenda:  Mrs. Mihaela Candea-Mirea: the recommendation of DG 
MARE is that the topic of the working groups should be more specific, and that they should be 
proposed by the members of the General meeting. The Secretariat proposed topics for 2020, but if 
some of the members wish that other topics were discussed, they should send their proposals by 
email.   

Mr. Dimitar Kanariev: proposed that BlSAC should arrange a meeting with the project 
developer, in connection with the appointed developer of a project of the Ministry of the 
Environment and Water of the Republic of Bulgaria, for carrying out “Research and mapping of the 
distribution of types of habitats, habitats of species and their populations, and determining the 
environmental protection status in the marine areas of Bulgaria’’.    

Under Item 7 of the Agenda: Mr. Daniel Buhay presented a report on his participation in a 
meeting of the European Agency for control of fisheries, held on 21st September 2019 in Vigo, Spain.   

Mrs. Minaela Candea-Mirea made a presentation on her participation in meetings on behalf 
of BlSAC. The number of recommendations sent by BlSAC to DG MARE was also discussed. Mrs. 
Pascal Colson explained that in the first years of operation of the Advisory Councils there was a 
greater number of recommendations as there were more problems. The purpose of the 
recommendation is to inform and offer solutions to a problem in a concrete region. The number of 
recommendations is not important; what is important is their contents and relevance.   

Then the request of Association “Ivan-Patsaikin-Mila23” for decreasing the membership fee 
for the association from 1800 euro to 300 euro on the grounds that it falls into the category of 
‘Associations of other stakeholders, not engaged in commercial fishing, was discussed.  
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Mrs. Pascal Colson commented: In order to function well, it is normal that BlSAC should 
receive support from the member-countries, and it is important that the 60/40 ratio in the Executive 
Committee should be maintained.   

Whether the membership fee for Association “Ivan-Patsaikin-Mila23” should be decreased 
to 300 euro was put to the vote:   

Voted FOR – 9 votes. , abstained – 1 vote ( Kiril Zheglev, Association MENA). 

The closing of the General meeting for 13th November 2019 followed.   

 

General meeting on 14th November 2019 

Under Item 1 of the Agenda: On the 2nd day, the General meeting was called to order – 
there was a quorum, since 9 of the 13 members attended it.  

Under Item 2 of the Agenda: No applications for membership have been received, and no 
members are to be dismissed.   

Under Item 3 of the Agenda: The Secretariat presented the draft budget for 2020; when 
approved, it will be sent to DG MARE and discussed there.   

The draft budget was put to the vote for approval. 

Voted FOR – 9 votes.   

Under Item 4 of the Agenda. Discussions concerning the membership fee for 2020 followed. 
It was commented whether the membership fee for environmental organizations should be 
increased from 300 euro to 400 euro.  

The proposal that amount of the membership fee for associations of other stakeholders, not 
involved in commercial fishing, should be 300 euro, and that it should be paid by 6th December 2019,  
was put to the vote.  

Voted FOR – 9 votes.   

The amount of the membership fee for associations engaged in commercial fishing was 
determined at 2170 euro for 2020. It was discussed whether it should be the same for the 9 
organizations, or it should shared at 50% by a country, with the fee for each country – Bulgaria and 
Romania – it should be different – 1951 euro for the Bulgarian organizations, and 2439 for the 
Romanian ones.   

Mr. Florin Luccian proposed that assistance should be sought from the member-states, 
because the membership fee, thus determined, was too high.   

Mr. Yordan Gospodinov: So far, every year BlSAC has sent letters to the government and the 
MAFF of Bulgaria with requests for financial support, but has never received any replies.  

Mrs. Michaela Candea-Mirea: It is normal for all members to have equal rights and 
obligations, as stipulated in the Statute. Since each member is entitled to one vote in the General 
meeting, then the membership fee should be shared equally by the associations from the respective 
group.    
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The proposal that the membership fee for 2020 should be 2170 euro for all associations 
engaged in commercial fishing, and that 50% of it (1085 euro) should be paid by 6th December 2019, 
and that each member should sign a promissory note thus committing itself to pay the balance by 
the end of March 2020, was put to the vote.    

Voted FOR – 9 votes.   

Under Item 5 of the Agenda: Mrs. Ivelina Balanova, an accountant for BlSAC, presented an 
offer by the audit company “Effective Audit” EOOD to perform an audit of BlSAC for 2019.  

In view of the fact that the said audit company has audited the association in the past years, 
and that no other offers have been presented by the members, the proposal that the company 
“Effective Audit” EOOD should perform the audit and prepare the independent auditor’s report on 
the expenditure under the operative grant agreement of BlSAC for 2019, was put to the vote.   

Voted FOR – 9 votes.   

 

As there were no other items on the Agenda, the General meeting was declared closed.  

 

 

The Minutes were taken and prepared by: Mrs. Elena Peneva 

 

Chairman of BlSAC: Dr. Yordan Gospodinov 

 

 

 

 


