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MINUTES 

Of the General Assembly  Meeting of BlSAC of 8th and 9th September 2021 

On 8th and 9th September 2021, at the Roslin Dimyat Hotel in Varna, Bulgaria, the General 

Assembly Meeting (GAM) of the member of BlSAC was duly convened and held in accordance with 

the following Agenda:   

08.09.2021 commencing at 13.30. 

Item.1 Opening the meeting, electing a chairperson, a person to take minutes and one to count the 

votes;    

Item.2 Presenting the officials and guests, addresses; 

Item.3 Approving the report on the activity of the AC for 2020; 

Item.4 Approving the annual financial statements of the AC for 2020. Analyses;  

Item.5 Discussions concerning the financial situation of BlSAC;   

Item.6 Discussing the letters for financial support sent to member states and the received replies; 

Item.8 Any other business; 

9.09.2021 commencing at 10.30.  

Item.1 Opening the meeting; 

Item.2 Discussing the progress and implementation of the work program for 2021;   

Item.3 Discussing and reviewing the recommendations sent for 2021;    

Item.4 Proposals for organizing a special round table, determining the topic, date and time of 

holding the said round table;    

Item.5 Any other business; 

On 8th September 2021,  after verifying the presented documents and powers of attorney on 

the part of the members of the General meeting of BlSAC, a quorum was established and the 

General Assembly meeting was duly opened. The meeting was attended by 8 of the 12 members of 

the GA, all duly notified of the meeting. Mrs. Mihaela Candea-Mirea of BlSAC Secretariat and Mr. 

Marian Paiu of NGO ‘Mare Nostrum’, Romania, joined the meeting by video link because of the 
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COVID measures introduced by the Romanian authorities, and their inability to come to Bulgaria in 

person.   

The following members of the GA were absent: the representatives of the Fishermen 

Association in the Black Sea, Romania; of Association Ivan Patzaichin – Mila 23, Romania; of 

Association "RO-PESCADOR", Romania; and of Association "Friends of the Black Sea", Bulgaria. 

Under Item 1 on the Agenda: It was proposed that the GA should be chaired by the 

Chairman of BlSAC, Mr. Yordan Gospodinov, the minutes should be taken and the votes counted by 

Mrs. Elena Peneva.   

Votes: FOR – 8  

Under Item 2 on the Agenda:: The officials and guests to the meeting were presented; 

representatives of DG MARE at the EC – Mrs. Pascale Colson and Mrs. Dobrinka Dimova, Mr. Gabriel 

Popescu from NAFA Romania, and Mrs. Aneta Encheva, Chief expert at the CFP Directorate at the 

Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Forestry, joined the meeting by video link.   

Under Item 3 on the Agenda: The Chairman of the Advisory Council presented the report on 

the activity of BlSAC for 2020, prepared by the Secretariat of the AC.  

The annual report on the activity of BlSAC for 2020 was put to the vote:  

Votes: FOR – 8  

Under Item 4 on the Agenda: Mrs. Ivelina Balanova presented the financial statements of 

BlSAC for 2020. Mrs. Balanova expressed her opinion that the new financial reporting form 

introduced by the EC was difficult to work with, some formulas did not function, and there were 

boxes without formulas. There were also misleading headers in some of the sections, which made 

working with the form very difficult.  

The annual financial statements of BlSAC for 2020 were put to the vote.   

Votes: FOR – 8  

Under Items 5 and 6 on the Agenda: The financial situation of the AC was discussed.  

Mr. Yordan Gospodinov: This year, BlSAC found it quite difficult to collect the membership 

fees. The reason is the COVID-19 pandemic. Financial support was sought from the member states. 

There has been no response from Romania yet, and the Bulgarian Ministry of Agriculture, Food and 

Forestry (MAFF) offered BlSAC logistic support by providing venues for meetings and interpreters.   

Mrs. Dobrinka Dimova, EC, explained that some members of BlSAC found it hard to pay their 

membership fees. Yet, it is important that the membership fees should be paid so as not to 

jeopardize the existence of BlSAC. It is good that MAFF are willing to provide logistic support, but it is 

important to secure financial support, so that the meetings of BlSAC could be held not only on the 

premises of MAFF but in other places as well.   

Mrs. Mihaela Mirea shared her opinion that BlSAC can present its reports on the activity and 

financial statements to MAFF, as it does to the EC. At each meeting, the said materials are presented 

to participants and guests on paper, so this should not be the reason, as stated by the MAFF for their 

refusal to provide financial support. It is true that MAFF are willing to provide logistic support to 

BlSAC, but this does not facilitate in any way the collection of membership fees. The Romanian 
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authorities, after receiving a reply from BlSAC that NAFA cannot be a member of the AC and has no 

right to vote, did not even reply to the request for financial support.  BlSAC will continue its attempts 

to attract financial support from the member-states, and hopes to reach the level of the other 

advisory councils in Europe, which receive financial support from the member-states every year.   

Mr. Todor Georgiev: The National Association Bulgarian Black Sea is in favor of protecting 

the environment through market mechanisms, and is a member of BlSAC in order to advise the EC 

on what is happening in the Black Sea and what problems it faces. And for this advice, the National 

Association Bulgarian Black Sea has to pay a fee. What happens when experts work for MAFF and 

the EC? Who pays who? Do experts pay institutions or vice versa? The National Association Bulgarian 

Black Sea will reconsider its membership in BlSAC, and whether it will continue to give BlSAC advice, 

if the association is included in tables showing it has not paid its membership fee. Of course, this 

issue will not be resolved at this meeting, but it is important that the opinions of members of BlSAC 

should be heard.    

Mr. Yordan Gospodinov: There are other associations that wish to be members of BlSAC but 

are put off by the membership fees.   

Mrs. Dobrinka Dimova: The logistic support offered by MAFF to BlSAC is commendable, but it 

will not contribute to reducing the membership fees. As for the Romanian national services and 

authorities and their application for membership in BlSAC, under the effective regulations this 

cannot happen, because advisory councils have to be independent. The EC will be happy to have 

meetings with representatives of the Romanian Ministry of Agriculture in order to clarify this issue. 

With regard to the membership fees payable to AC, the funding principle adopted by the EC is that 

of co-funding, and 90% funding by the EC is the best scenario possible. When an organization applies 

for membership in an advisory council, it is fully aware of the fact that it will have to pay 

membership fees.     

Mrs. Aneta Encheva explained that in order to be able to offer financial support, MAFF has 

to be authorized to do so by the Council of Ministers, after signing a contract with clearly set 

parameters. Financial documents certifying the incurred costs have to be submitted.    

Mr. Marian Paiu: The members of BlSAC are from two member-states only, and are few in 

number, so it is important to retain them as members. There is no other advisory council with 

members from only two member-states.   

Then the General meeting for 8th September 2021 was closed.   

General Assembly meeting, 09.09.2021 

Under Item 1 on the Agenda: There was a quorum of 7 out of 12 members, so the meeting 

commenced.   

Under Items 2 and 3 on the Agenda: Mrs. Mihaela Candea-Mirea reviewed the meetings 

held. The upcoming meetings of BlSAC were discussed. The recommendations sent were also 

reviewed.  

Mr. Yordan Gospodinov proposed that the preparation for the planned working groups 

should begin on 13th September, and that the meeting of the Executive Board should be scheduled 

for the end of the month.   

Mrs. Aneta Encheva stated that MAFF wish to have access to the work program of BlSAC so 

that they can attend some meetings that are of interest to them.    
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Mr. Yordan Gospodinov confirmed that the work program of BlSAC is full of interesting 

events and activities, and it is available on the website of BlSAC.   

Under Item 4 on the Agenda: a discussion concerning the organization of a special round 

table and the topic to be discussed there followed. Mrs Mihaela Mirea suggested that the round 

table should be entitled ‘Aquaculture in the Black Sea’. Mr. Yordan Gospodinov explained that there 

is a working group with the same title, so it would be better to choose a different title.   

Mr. Danko Penev suggested discussing the new changes in the Romanian laws concerning 

fishing and leasing out area for fish farms, and comparing them to the respective Bulgarian laws. He 

also suggested inviting representatives of the respective ministries of the two member-states.  

Mr. Kiril Zheglev: in Bulgaria there is a conflict between fishermen and aquaculture and it is 

related to farms, because some of them are built in places for traditional fishing, where anchoring 

facilities are placed. Moreover, most of the mussel farms are not managed, operate for 5 years and 

are then abandoned, polluted around them and these areas are unfit for fishing. He proposes that 

when permits are issued for aquaculture farms, areas where fish are traditionally fished should be 

avoided, as well as an obligation to clean, restore and rehabilitate the used areas after the end of 

operation. 

Mr. Danko Penev expressed his opinion that regarding the legislation on aquaculture in the 

Black Sea, Bulgaria has more experience and it is good to set up a working group in Constanta, so 

that representatives of the Romanian authorities can come and participate, in order to exchange 

experience with the Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Forestry. It is very important to hear the voice 

of fishermen who are at sea every day and know what is happening there.  

Mr. Kiril Zheglev proposed that an inquiry should be sent to EAFA to find out how many 

permits for aquaculture farms in the Black Sea.   

Mrs. Mihaela Candea-Mirea proposed the meetings of the two working groups and the 

Executive Committee should be held in the Hotel Continental Forum in Constanta.   

Under Item 5 on the Agenda: Under this Item, Mr. Yordan Gospodinov reminded the 

attendees that at the upcoming meeting of the Executive Committee the new application for 

membership in BlSAC by the Association ‘Institute for Regional Strategies’ should be considered.  

As there were no other items on the Agenda, the General Assembly meeting was declared 

closed.   

 

 

Minutes prepared and votes counted by: Mrs. Elena Peneva 

 

Chairman of BlSAC: Dr. Yordan Gospodinov 


