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No 058/22.12.2021

To: Mr. lvan Ilvanov, Minister of Agriculture, Food and Forestry, Republic of Bulgaria

To Mr. Borislav Sandov, Minister of Environment and Water, Republic of Bulgaria

To: Assoc. Prof. Dr. Galin Nikolov, Executive Director of NAFA, Burgas

To: Mr. Yavor Dimitrov, Director of the Black Sea Region Basin Directorate

To: Adrian-lonut CHESNOIU, Romanian Ministry of Agriculture

To: Barna TANCZOS, Ministry of Environment, Waters and Forests Romania

To: loan Dobrotchi, Director of ANPA, Romania

To: Paul Cononov, Director of Dobrogea Litoral Water Administration

Subiect: Marine litter

Dear Sirs and Madams,

Following a Black Sea Advisory Council working group on "Marine Litter", which was attended by
representatives of the authorities of the two Member States and representatives of the scientific
community in Bulgaria and Romania, BISAC makes the following recommendations to prevent marine
litter pollution, but also to reduce its quantity and impact on the marine environment:

e Clarification of the process of taking over marine litter, by providing the necessary
infrastructure in ports, allocating the necessary funds to take over this waste and supporting
those who carry out "fishing for litter" activities.

e Making a clear distinction between ship's own waste and that taken from the sea;

e Supporting joint projects between Romania and Bulgaria, carried out by fishermen and
environmental protection organizations, in order to develop activities to collect abandoned
fishing nets at sea

e Organizing a marine litter collection service from the fishermen's landing points, without
additional fees.



¢ Allocation of specific funds for the recovery of ghost nets, through the Fisheries Operational
Program. This activity can be an alternative for fishermen during the prohibition period.

e Supporting research and innovation activities to monitor the situation of marine litter in
support of European directives (eg 2008/56 / EC Marine Strategy Framework Directive) as well
as their recycling and waste from fishing activity.

¢ Introduce a ban on unregulated (wild) camping up to 2 km and 200 m from the surf inland.
Unregulated (wild) camping is banned in all EU countries. Unregulated (wild) camping
generates tons of plastic waste, which pollutes not only the coast but also the waters of the
Black Sea.

e Approval by the Council of Ministers of the "Approach to management of Natura 2000 sites"

The Black Sea Advisory Council is ready to support and be involved in a joint project to recover
abandoned fishing nets at sea. This is possible through members who are both in the fisheries sector
and in the environmental protection sector and who have experience in such projects. Most of the
members, both Romanian and Bulgarian, have participated in such pilot actions in the past, but they
need permanent support to achieve significant results.

We are also waiting for your comments on this topic.
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Background information

The Black Sea Advisory Council (BISAC) mission is to promote a balanced representation of all stakeholders in
the fisheries and aquaculture sector and to contribute to the achievement of the objectives of the Common Fisheries
Policy of the European Union. The BISAC's prerogatives are to address recommendations and proposals to the
European Commission and the Member States in order to facilitate the achievement of the objectives of the
Common Fisheries Policy. These recommendations are developed within working groups, with members of the
BISAC, as well as scientific experts, representatives of local and central fisheries authorities.

The Black Sea Advisory Council / BISAC / is a non-profit and publicly-owned legal entity set up on 20.07.2015
in accordance with the provisions of the Non-Profit Legal Entities Act, REGULATION (EU) Ne 1380/2013 OF
THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT AND OF THE COUNCIL of 11 December 2013 on the Common Fisheries
Policy, DELEGATED COMMISSION REGULATION (EU) 2015/242 of 9 October 2014 laying down detailed
rules for the operation of of the Advisory Councils under the Common Fisheries Policy, EU decision of 13.09.2011
on the establishment of an Advisory Council on the Black Sea.

The association is registered under the Bulgarian legislation with its headquarters in Varna. The members of the
Consultative Council are non-governmental associations and organizations whose activities cover all the main
fishing areas in Bulgaria and Romania — fishing activity, aquaculture, processing, import and export, retail and
wholesale of fish, and fish products. To these are added the representative organizations of other interest groups:
environmental protection.
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