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To: Mr Ivan Ilvanov, Minister for Agriculture, Food and Forestry, Republic of Bulgaria

To: Mr Borislav Sandov, Minister for the Environment and Water, Republic of Bulgaria

To: Mr Georgi Geokov, Minister for Labor and Social Policy, Republic of Bulgaria

To: Assoc. Prof. Dr. Galin Nikolov, NAFA Executive Director, Burgas

To: Adrian-lonut CHESNOIU, Romanian Ministry of Agriculture

To: Barna TANCZOS, Ministry of Environment, Waters and Forests Romania

To: loan Dobrotchi, Director of ANPA, Romania

To: Marius Constantin Budai, Romanian Ministry of Labor

Subject: Socioeconomic developement of the fishing sector

Dear Sirs and Madams,

Following a working group of the Black Sea Advisory Council on the "Socio-Economic
Dimension of the Fisheries Sector", which was attended by representatives of the authorities
of the two Member States and representatives of the scientific community in Bulgaria and
Romania, BISAC formulates the following recommendations in order to increase the quality

of work and of life of fishermen and their families:

* Supporting companies that employ women and young people in fishing, processing

or aquaculture.

e Conducting training courses for women and young people, but also for fishermen
using traditional methods, in order to increase their competitiveness on the European

market and to improve the quality of work.

e Supporting young people up to the age of 35 to start micro and small enterprises
related to fisheries, processing and aquaculture.
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* Supporting aquaculture as an alternative sector, with attractive potential for women
and young people.

e Carrying out alternative activities for periods of prohibition such as coordinated
fishing activities (waste hunting), collecting data on marine life (using ships as a
monitoring platform for researchers), thematic tours for tourism or developing fairs
and exhibitions.

e Development of fisheries and aquaculture infrastructure for economic and social
progress.

Legislation and implementation of environmental projects and conservation projects
for biodiversity along the Black Sea coast and in the maritime area, must comply with
economic, social and cultural circumstances, as well as regional and local characteristics.

The Black Sea Advisory Council is willing to collaborate and get involved in these
endeavors, having a permanent and direct contact with the fisheries sector, but also with
organizations for the protection of the marine environment or in the socio-economic field.

We are also waiting for your comments on this topic.
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Background information

The Black Sea Advisory Council (BISAC) mission is to promote a balanced representation of all
stakeholders in the fisheries and aquaculture sector and to contribute to the achievement of the
objectives of the Common Fisheries Policy of the European Union. The BISAC's prerogatives are to
address recommendations and proposals to the European Commission and the Member States in order
to facilitate the achievement of the objectives of the Common Fisheries Policy. These recommendations
are developed within working groups, with members of the BISAC, as well as scientific experts,
representatives of local and central fisheries authorities.

The Black Sea Advisory Council / BISAC / is a non-profit and publicly-owned legal entity set up on
20.07.2015 in accordance with the provisions of the Non-Profit Legal Entities Act, REGULATION
(EU) Ne 1380/2013 OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT AND OF THE COUNCIL of 11 December
2013 on the Common Fisheries Policy, DELEGATED COMMISSION REGULATION (EU) 2015/242
of 9 October 2014 laying down detailed rules for the operation of of the Advisory Councils under the
Common Fisheries Policy, EU decision of 13.09.2011 on the establishment of an Advisory Council on
the Black Sea.

The association is registered under the Bulgarian legislation with its headquarters in Varna. The
members of the Consultative Council are non-governmental associations and organizations whose
activities cover all the main fishing areas in Bulgaria and Romania — fishing activity, aquaculture,
processing, import and export, retail and wholesale of fish, and fish products. To these are added the
representative organizations of other interest groups: environmental protection.
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