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In the attention of:
Ministry for Agriculture, Food and Forestry, Republic of Bulgaria
Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development, Romania
National Agency for Fisheries and Aquaculture, Burgas, Bulgaria

National Agency for Fisheries and Aquaculture, Roménia

Copy to: DG MARE

Subject: Financial compensation to support the fisheries and aquaculture sectors, in
order to avoid negative effects on them, in the context of the current conflict situation in
the Black Sea, the Covid-19 pandemic and the sudden rise in energy and fuel prices.

Dear Sirs and Madams,

At the General Assembly of the Black Sea Advisory Council (BISAC), which took
place on 13-14 April 2022, the members of the council discussed about the need of financial
compensation for the fisheries and aquaculture sector in Romania and Bulgaria.

This support is essential to reduce the negative effects of:

1. Covid-19 pandemic in 2021,
2. Sudden and substantial rise in energy and fuel prices;
3. The Russia-Ukraine war unfold also in the waters of the Black Sea.

This conflict situation has led to a reduction in fishing activity (both as a precaution or
high risk and as imposed by the authorities). To this specific situation of the Black Sea is added
the increase in fuel and energy prices, with effects on the increase of the costs of travel,



storage, processing and transport of fishery products, all this coming over the Covid 19

pandemic situation of 2021.

In this regard, the Black Sea Advisory Council (BISAC) makes the following recommendations
for the need of such compensation:

Field

Cause

1. Covid Pandemic (Alert)
1 Jan 2021- 8 May 2022
Example catches Romania:

| year 2019-7151 tons;
year 2020-2753 tons;
year 2021-3127 tons;

2. Sudden and substantial rise | 1. Financial compensation of

in energy and fuel prices
Oct 2021- present

Fishing and Aquaculture Processing of Fishery

Products

1. Financial compensation of 1. Financial compensation of
additional operating costs in
the fisheries sector

unrealized income.

and

the additional operating costs
of the fishing and aquaculture
sector, generated by the sudden
increase of energy prices

(fuels, electricity, etc.).

2. For fishing vessels -

compensation for the costs of
energy, materials, nets.
3. For aquaculture farms - to electricity,

additional production costs in
the processing sector and
unrealized income.

1. Financial compensation of
the additional processing costs
from the activity of the fishery

products

processing  sector,

generated by the sudden

increase

of energy prices

(fuels, electricity, etc.).
2. Enterprises should be
supported for the costs of

consumables,

support the costs of oxygen, packaging, water.

fodder, electricity.




3. Russia-Ukraine war
| 24 Feb 2022 - currently
|

1. Financial compensation for | 1. Financial compensation for

unrealized income/losses due
to periods of inactivity as a
result of various events caused
by the Russia-Ukraine war (eg
presence of sea mines in
fishing areas, etc.).

2. Financial compensation
granted to operators for periods
of inactivity, necessary to
ensure  the  salaries of
employees in the fisheries and
aquaculture sector.

unrealized income / losses due
to periods of inactivity as a
result of various events caused
by the Russia-Ukraine war (eg
presence of sea mines in
fishing areas, etc.).

2. Financial compensation
granted to operators for periods
of inactivity, necessary to
ensure  the  salaries of
employees in the fishery
products processing sector.

Granting these financial compensations to operators and processors in the fisheries and
aquaculture sector will be an essential support in the current crisis situation and will ensure the

future of this sector.

The Black Sea Advisory Council (BISAC) expresses its desire and openness to
participate in discussions in these endeavors, having constant and direct contact with the
fisheries sector, with organizations for the protection of the marine environment or in the socio-
economic field and last but not least with the authorities in the sector.

Respectfully,
Daniel Buhai
BISAC Chairman




