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No. 050/09.11.2023
In the attention of:
The Directorate-General for Maritime Affairs and Fisheries (DG MARE) of EC
Ministry for Agriculture and Food, Republic of Bulgaria
National Agency for Fisheries and Aquaculture, Burgas, Bulgaria
Ministry of Environment, Bulgaria
Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development, Romania
Ministry of Environment, Waters and Forests, Romania

National Agency for Fisheries and Aquaculture, Romania

Dear madam and sirs,

Following the consultations carried out within a working group of the Black Sea Advisory
Council, it was formulated the following recommendation related to the energy transition
challenges and the decarbonisation of fisheries in the Black Sea.

We reiterate our availability in further consultations or involvement in the implementation
of the recommendations below.

Respectfully,
Dragos Buhai
BISAC* Chairman

1 BISAC, Black Sea Advisory Council is a non-profit and publicly-owned legal entity set up on 20.07.2015 in
accordance with the provisions of the Non-Profit Legal Entities Act, Commission Delegated Regulation (EV)
2017/1575 of 23 june 2017 amending Delegated Regulation (EU) 2015/242 laying down detailed rules on the
functioning of the Advisory Councils under the common fisheries policy
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Recommendation related to the energy transition challenges and the decarbonisation of
fisheries in the Black Sea.

Background

The European Green Deal is the EU's overarching strategy to become climate-neutral by
2050. While not specific to fisheries, it sets the context for decarbonization efforts
considering that fuel is an essential component in the fishery sector. Some fisheries are fuel
intensive and dependent on fossil fuels, as it is in the Black Sea.

The Common Fishery Policy includes objectives related to environmental sustainability, and
there is a growing emphasis on integrating climate goals into the management of fisheries.
This became even more challenging since the pandemic and the Russian invasion in Ukraine,
that caused an increase in fuel prices.

According to the SOMFI 20222, released by GFCM:, energy represents the second most
costly category in the fishery operations, after the personnel costs and counts for 21.4%,
offering opportunities for decarbonisation and reduce of energy consumption. The same
report shows that the Black Sea has the older fishing fleet in the GFCM area, with more than
59% of vessels being more than 25 years old. Specifically, Romania and Bulgaria are having
25- and 18-years old vessels, a few years above the GFCM average, 30-years. Nevertheless,
this status can become a barrier when retrofitting of the vessels is aimed for introducing
green or renewable fuels.

Decarbonisation is closely linked to the infrastructure development in ports and in the
energy distribution system, connected in the Black Sea mostly with fossil fuels. Solutions to
achieve decarbonisation in fishery are also connected with fishing routes, gears used and
vessel design.

Clearly, a mix of solutions and approaches is more adequate to support decarbonisation of

the sector, and this will lead also to additional benefits in the stock and vulnerable species
conservation and increased profitability of the sector.

Recommendations

2 https://www.fao.org/3/cc3370en/cc3370en.pdf
3 General Fisheries Commission for the Mediterranean
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1. To the MS* and EC® to promote and raise awareness among fishermen on
sustainable fishing practices. Sustainable fishing practices can help maintain fish
stocks while minimizing the carbon footprint of the industry.

2. To the MS to support carbon footprint measurement to set a clear baseline for the
industry. Based on this evaluation, a prioritisation in addressing the hotspots
identified can be established and programs and funds can be allocated according this
findings. _

3. To the MS to improve data collection on fishing routes and perform analysis and
recommendations related to the optimization of the routes. This study will support
the reduction of fuel consumption and indirectly will lead to better management of
fish stocks and vuinerable species.

4. To the MS and EC to speed the development of energy-efficient and sustainable port
infrastructure. Ports can provide facilities for vessels to plug into clean energy
sources while docked, reducing the need to run onboard generators or access other
energy intensive solutions.

5. To the MS and EC to support the modernisation of the fishing fleet to allow
installation of renewable energy sources, greener fuel engines and reducing the
weight of the vessel materials.

6. To the EC to share and disseminate best practices from other sea-basins, viable
options to be adopted to address the energy transition and new research and
development efforts.

7. To the MS to establish a regulatory framework that encourages the adoption of
cleaner technologies and practices in the fishing industry. This can include emissions
reduction targets, incentives for cleaner fuel use, and environmental standards for
fishing vessels.

8. To the MS to adapt financing programs to the needs for decarbonisation and to
make the application rules clear, easy to access and motivating for fishermen to
apply.

9. To the EC and MS to support investing in research and innovation for the
development of new technologies and practices that can reduce the carbon footprint
of fishing in the Black Sea. This can involve advancements in vessel design, gear
technology, and data-driven management to optimize fishing operations.

Decarbonisation of fisheries in the Black Sea is essential not only for mitigating the
effects of climate change but also for maintaining the health and sustainability of marine
ecosystems and pf the communities dependent on fishing in the region. It requires a

¢ MS — Member State
s EC — European Commission
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complex approach involving regulation, innovation, and international cooperation to
achieve long-term sustainability and reduce carbon emissions.

It is important for Romania and Bulgaria to align their efforts with the broader EU
policies and directives related to fisheries management and decarbonization, not only to
reduce the gap between the other sea-basins in EU, but also to set a higher standard in
the region and GFCM area.



