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In the attention of:
The Directorate-General for Maritime Affairs and Fisheries (DG MARE) of EC
Ministry for Agriculture, Republic of Bulgaria
National Agency for Fisheries and Aquaculture, Burgas, Bulgaria
Ministry of Environment, Republic of Bulgaria
Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development, Romania
Ministry of Environment, Waters and Forests, Romania

National Agency for Fisheries and Aquaculture, Roméania

Dear madam and sirs,

Following the consultations carried out within a working group of the Black Sea Advisory
Council, it was formulated the following recommendation related to the New invasive species
in the Black Sea.

We reiterate our availability in further consultations or involvement in the implementation of
the below identified recommendations.

Respectfully, Digitally signed by BUHAI
Daniel Buhai BUHAI DANIE g?t’:!EzLozs.os‘zz 12:28:18
BISAC' Chairman e

1 BISAC, Black Sea Advisory Council is a non-profit and publicly-owned legal entity set up on 20.07.2015 in
accordance with the provisions of the Non-Profit Legal Entities Act, Commission Delegated Regulation (EU)
2017/1575 of 23 June 2017 amending Delegated Regulation (EU) 2015/242 laying down detailed rules on the
functioning of the Advisory Councils under the common fisheries policy
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Recommendation on New invasive species in the Black Sea

Background :

Invasive alien species (IAS) are animals and plants that are introduced accidentally or
deliberately into a natural environment where they are not normally found, with serious
negative consequences for their new environment?.

They find in Black Sea water a friendly environment to grow and reproduce, relying on
the availability of food, climate conditions and the lack of natural predators. Therefore, these
IAS enter in competition with the endemic species, carrying disease and becoming a major
threat to native plants and animals and are one of the five major causes of biodiversity loss
(according to the EU?).

Their impact on the economy in the EU was estimated at around EUR 12 billion per
year, and it adds up to the negative impact on human health, through severe allergies and burns.

The main point of entrance for IAS is the ships” ballast water that are used by ships for
navigation and carry involuntary also these species.

There are many examples of invasive species entering the Black Sea, examples that are
still a real threat for the endemic food chain and altered the commercial fishing stock abundance
and diversity (Rapana venosa, Mya arenaria, Mnemiopsis leidyi, Beroe ovata).

This is a continuous process unfortunately and several new invasive species were
mentioned in the Black Sea in the late years, as is the case of Callinectes sapidus (being
reported more frequently in the Black Sea from 1998).

Recommendations:

1. To the EC* and MS? to constitute a coordination centre for warning detection, data
collection, monitoring and managing new invasive species occurrence. This center
should be in close connection with the one in the Mediterranean Sea, due to the
continuous water and species exchange between the 2 seas;

2. To the EC to further impose stricter measures on the ballast water management and to
increase the control;

3. To the MS to collaborate with BISAC and fishermen community in order to transfer
knowledge, to set mitigation measures and to quantify impact on the fish stocks;

4. To the EC and MS to assess the damage to the professional fishing sector and design
action strategies, including the evaluation of their possible incorporation as target
species for fishing;

5. To the MS to evaluate the social and economic impact of invasive species and their
populations in coastal areas and to incorporate measures to minimize the impact,
including compensations for damages caused by the invasive species;

2 https://environment.ec.europa.eu/topics/nature-and-biodiversity/invasive-alien-species _en
3 European Union

4 European Commission

5 Member states (in this case Romania and Bulgaria)
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6. To the EC and MS to promote the collaboration between large, small-scale and
recreational fishers and environmental associations in the detection and monitoring of
invasive species, and in their control/elimination.
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