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No: 011/23.03.2023

In the attention of:

The Directorate-General for Maritime Affairs and Fisheries (DG MARE) of EC
Ministry for Agriculture, Food and Forestry, Republic of Bulgaria

National Agency for Fisheries and Aquaculture, Burgas, Republic of Bulgaria
Ministry of Environment and Waters, Republic of Bulgaria

Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development, Romania

Ministry of Environment, Waters and Forests, Romania

National Agency for Fisheries and Aquaculture, Romania
Dear madam and sirs,

Following the consultations carried out within a working group of the Black Sea Advisory
Council related to Certification in fishery and aquaculture, BISAC formulates the following
recommendations to support the voluntary claims and the quality schemes and sustainability
standards certification process in Romania and Bulgaria.

We reiterate our availability in further consultations or involvement in the implementation
of the below identified recommendations.

Respectfully, ,
Daniel Buhai ’ ,/ /
BISAC! Chairman g /

1 BISAC, Black Sea Advisory Council is a non-profit and publicly-owned legal entity set up on 20.07.2015 in
accordance with the provisions of the Non-Profit Legal Entities Act, Commission Delegated Regulation (EU)
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Recommendation on support in certification of fish and fishery products

Background

The Farm to Fork Strategy? aims to reduce the environmental and climate footprint of the EU
food system and facilitate the shift to healthy and sustainable diets.

According to the Consumption Footprint indicator?, based on LCA methodology, developed
by the European Commission to monitor the evolution of environmental impacts associated to
consumption in the EU, fish and seafood showed a lower climate change impact compared to
meat, although poultry meat had a similar impact per mass of product to shrimp and salmon®.

Compared to dairy and eggs, fish products showed a lower climate change impact than farm
food like, for example, butter and cheese, although only cod was less impacting than eggs.
Vegetal alternatives for protein source, such as pulses and tofu, and milk had a lower impact
than fish and seafood, with tofu having a similar impact to cod.

Fishery and aquaculture operators can and voluntary enroll in quality schemes certification,
through quality schemes for PGl, PDO, TSG protection, national quality schemes or/and
voluntary sustainability commitments (e.g. MSC).

Large distribution/retailers operating in the intracommunity and national markets, require MSC
certifications for the fish products in order to introduce the products in their market.

Generally, the certification is considered to bring an economic and a marketing advantage to
the products that display it. Certification, through labelling, is proof of compliance with certain
production sustainable standards,, Commercially communicated through labelling, the
certification aims to increase consumer awareness. adding to the mandatory labeling
information, elements like environmental or social aspects of the product’s production process
or method.

2017/1575 of 23 June 2017 amending Delegated Regulation (EU) 2015/242 laying down detailed rules on the
functioning of the Advisory Councils under the common fisheries policy

2 Farm to Fork Strategy, https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:52020DC0381

® European Platform on Life Cycle Assessment (EPLCA), European Commission,
https://eplca.jrc.ec.europa.eu/sustainableConsumption.html

4 The EU Blue Economy Report. 2021, Publications Office of the European Union. Luxembourg, European
Commission (2021), https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/ObOc5Sbfd-c737-11eb-a925-
Olaa75ed71al
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In the assessment of the voluntary claims on fishery and aquaculture products (FAPs),
published by the Commission in 2017°, it is mentioned that “consumers are faced with a range
of product choices carrying (in some cases multiple) voluntary claims in addition to mandatory
information, which can be informative for consumers, but could also be ambiguous or
misleading. Ambiguous, misleading and non verifiable voluntary claims also undermine the
possibility for consumers to make purchasing choices that could contribute to a range of
specific outcomes, such as better health/nutrition choices, support sustainable fishing practices,
support local fishing economies, etc”.

Recommendations

1. The EC® should perform a study to highlight the economic and environmental benefits
of the fishery and aquaculture certification schemes;

2. The EC should perform an extensive survey on consumer awareness and interest in the
labeling, voluntary certification and willingness to support certified products;

3. The EC should increase the efforts on consumer raising awareness on fish and seafood
footprint;

4. The EC and MS7 should dedicate funds in order to support fishers and producers to
certify their products and to gain access to new markets and retailers;

5. The MS should consider dedicating FEPAM funds to assist smaller producers to certify
their products, which lack in financial and management capacity;

6. The MS should take action for raising awareness of consumers and producers on
voluntary certification benefits, whereas fishers and aquaculture provides sustainability
benefits;

7. The EC should ensure that the available certification schemes are accurate, credible and
coherent, while assessing at all times the risk of emerging a monopolistic situation;

8. The MS should support the fishers to access other type of certification (non fish related)
for traditional fish food.

5 Assessment of voluntary claims on fishery and aquaculture products {FAPS), Directorate-General for Maritime
Affairs and Fisheries (European Commission), GFK Belgium , Wageningen UR
https://op.europa.eu/fr/publication-detail/-/publication/78fd2eb2-7b71-11e9-9f05-01aa75ed71al
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