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BLACK SEA MOPE /KCYM/
ADVISORY COUNCIL - cONSILIUL CONSULTATIV PENTRU
MAREA NEAGRA
Capysxenne, Boucano B PEOJIHI] Asociatie, inregistrata in Registrul
Ha P benrapus persoanelor juridice fara scop patrimonial
EHK 176964109 al R Bulgaria, CUI 176964109
Cenanuine u aipec Ha yrpaBjieHue: Sediu si adresa de conducere:
rp. Bapna, yn.“Oxpun“ N 24-26, er.1 Mun. Varna, str. “Ohrid” N 24-26, etaj 1
office(@blsaceu.eu office(@blsaceu.eu

No: 013/07.04.2023
In the attention of:
The Directorate-General for Maritime Affairs and Fisheries (DG MARE) of EC
Ministry for Agriculture, Food and Forestry, Republic of Bulgaria
National Agency for Fisheries and Aquaculture, Burgas, Republic of Bulgaria
Ministry of Environment and Waters, Republic of Bulgaria
Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development, Romania
Ministry of Environment, Waters and Forests, Romania

National Agency for Fisheries and Aquaculture, Roménia
Dear madam and sirs,

Following the consultations carried out within a working group of the Black Sea Advisory
Council, it was formulated the following recommendation to support digitalization process in
Romania and Bulgaria.

We reiterate our availability in further consultations or involvement in the implementation
of the below identified recommendations.

/
Respectiully, /71,
Dantel Buh /// J {ﬁf//

BISAC! Chairman!/

1 BISAC, Black Sea Advisory Council is a non-profit and publicly-owned legal entity set up on 20.07.2015 in
accordance with the provisions of the Non-Profit Legal Entities Act, Commission Delegated Regulation (EU)
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Recommendation on digitalization of fishery in the Black Sea

Background

In the new released communication of the Common Fishery Policy?, digitalization is
considered a pillar of the sustainable innovation and investment potential. It provides a
competitive advantage, while supporting data collection, control, traceability and consumer
information. New innovations and technology available like: remote electronic monitoring
(REM), drones and accessible and user-friendly applications help increase efficiency, collect a
broader data range that support scientific and decision-making processes.

Nevertheless, the solutions available still need testing, integration and scaling up within
the fishery sector. In the Black Sea, fishermen access to Smart Specialization platforms or
European Digital Twin of the Ocean is still limited due to lack of information, resistance to
change and difficulties in funds accessibility.

Despite the past funds allocation and recurrent recommendations of the Black Sea
Advisory Council®, Romania and Bulgaria still lag in finalizing the fishing ports infrastructure,
that could support landing reporting and control.

Moreover, national authorities didn't manage to set a clear catch reporting and
collection, accessible for all fishermen, small scale and recreational sub-sectors included.

All these aspects, lead to higher disparities between Black Sea basin and other EU seas,
creating a high gap in terms of scientific supported decisions, accurate data to assess the socio-
economic criteria of fisheries and real environmental impact dimension. These add to the
higher costs and low profitability of the sector that lead to poverty increase and low
attractiveness for youth towards fishery sector development and innovation.

Recommendations

1. To the EC*o support technological transfer from proven solutions for digitalization in
other sea-basins to Black Sea countries, through stakeholders platforms (BISAC
included) and national authorities;

2. To the EC and MS? to dedicate funds for investments in fishery modemization and
testing of new technological solutions, including training on the blue skills needed to
apply them;

3. To the MS to speed the infrastructure creation in order to ease the data collection and
control;

2017/1575 of 23 June 2017 amending Delegated Regulation (EU) 2015/242 laying down detailed rules on the
functioning of the Advisory Councils under the common fisheries policy

2 https://oceans-and-fisheries.ec.europa.eu/system/files/2023-02/COM-2023-103 en.pdf,

3 https://www.blsaceu.eu/ro/doc/recommendation-iuu-fishing-eng.pdf, https://www.blsaceu.eu/doc/Letter-
026-to-DGMARE-of-recommendation-marine-litter.pdf, https://www.blsaceu.eu/doc/ letter-004-technical-
measures-en.pdf

4 European Commission

5 Member states (in this case Romania and Bulgaria)




BLACK SEA
ADVISORY COUNCIL

. To the MS to create digital, easy to use platforms (mobile application accessible) for
catches reporting for all fishermen categories: large scale, small scale and recreational;
. To the EC and MS to support fishermen in accessing funds for accelerating
technological updates (electric, hybrid, wind, solar) and to create the necessary
infrastructure;

. To the EC to support Black Sea regions to adhere to the Smart Specialization platform
for Blue Economy, bearing in mind that these regions are the only ones in EU not
included in any of the S3 platforms;

. To the EC and MS to support the EU and national funds accessibility for private sector
or associations for private benefit, considering that most of the funds available in the
area at this point are hard to access and unattractive;

. To the MS to maintain an open, timely and real consultation and communication with
the private stakeholders, the ladder being the ones responsible for the innovations
adoption.



