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To: Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development, Romania
Attention: Mr. Nechita Adrian Oros, Minister

Copy to: : Ministry of Agriculture Food and Forestry, Bulgaria
The attention of Mrs Desislava Taneva

Copy to: DG Mare, EC
To: Competition Council Romania

Dear Mr Minister,

Following recent meetings of the Black Sea Advisory Council, members point to the
following issue, which could create discrepancies and distort thenormal competitive

environment.

By the order of the Romanian Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development, Ne 211
of 28.07.2020, regarding the organization and functioning of the Register of registered buyers

in the Black Sea fisheries sector, it is established that:
e from 2021 the first buyer can be only a legal entity with fiscal registration in Romania.

Within the National Agency for Fisheries and Aquaculture, ANPA, a register of
registered buyers is established, which includes all buyers who have received a
certificate of competency issued by ANPA, which is issued free of charge. A certificate
of competence can be obtained by any natural / legal person authorized with the

registered office and fiscal identification number in Romania.

This practice restricts the access of buyers from other EU member states to
Romanian fishery products. At the same time, it requires fishermen to sell their products

in unfair and more unfavorable conditions.

Following Working Group 6 of the Black Sea Advisory Council, the representative of
NARA Romania justified that this is the practice in other countries as well and in this regard

we want to clarify:



e what is the European norm that was the basis of this decision;

the EC's opinion on this type of practice and how it affects the free movement of goods
in the EU.

The Black Sea Advisory Council recommends analyzing art. 59 of Regulation 1?24/.2009,
from the English text, because there is the possibility of erroneous interpretation if the
texts translated into Romanian or Bulgarian are considered.

At the same time, it requests the revision of the above-mentioned order with the purpose
to create equal opportunities among Romanian sellers and those from other EU countries.

Thank you in advance for your cooperation and involvement,

Florin Luchian

Yordan Gospodinov ‘)1\
d Secretary general

Chairman
Black Sea Advisory Council

Background information

The Black Sea Advisory Council (BISAC) mission is to promote a balanced representation of
all stakeholders in the fisheries and aquaculture sector and to contribute to the achievement of
the objectives of the Common Fisheries Policy of the European Union. The BISAC's
prerogatives are to address recommendations and proposals to the European Commission and
the Member States in order to facilitate the achievement of the objectives of the Common
Fisheries Policy. These recommendations are developed within working groups, with members
of the BISAC, as well as scientific experts, representatives of local and central fisheries
authorities.

The Black Sea Advisory Council / BISAC /is a non-profit and publicly-owned legal entity set
up on 20.07.2015 in accordance with the provisions of the Non-Profit Legal Entities Act. The
association is registered under the Bulgarian legislation with its headquarters in Varna.

The members of the Consultative Council are non-governmental associations and organizations
whose activities cover all the main fishing areas in Bulgaria and Romania — fishing activity,
aquaculture, processing, import and export, retail and wholesale of fish, and fish products. To
these are added the representative organizations of other interest groups: environmental
protection.
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