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To: Mr. Yavor Gechev, Officiating Minister of Agriculture, Food and Forestry, Republic
of Bulgaria

To: Mr. Hristo Panayotov, Executive Director National Agency for Fisheries and
Aquaculture, Burgas, Bulgaria

To:Mrs Rositsa Karamfilova, Officiating Minister of Environment, Bulgaria
To: Minister Petre Daea, Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development, Romania
To: Minister Barna TAN CZOS, Ministry of Environment, Waters and Forests, Romania

To: Mr. Marian AVRAM, National Agency for Fisheries and Aquaculture, Rominia

Copy to: DG MARE, EC

Recommendation regarding the development of aquaculture in the Black Sea

Preamble

The European Green Deal underlines the importance of aquaculture in providing sustainable
alternatives to meeting protein requirements for food and feed. Aquaculture development
benefits coastal communities by creating jobs and improving quality of life, but also helps
reduce the impact on marine ecosystems, commercial fish and mollusc species. The benefits
extend through long-term effects of decarbonizing the economy, combating climate change,
reducing pollution and a circular management of resources.

Aquaculture at EU level represents 2% of global aquaculture production. Of the EU's
consumption of animals of marine origin, 15% is represented by imports of aquaculture



products1'. Therefore, there is a huge potential for growth and diversification, and the new
strategic documents support this approach.

In Romania, marine aquaculture represents 1% of the total national volume, and in Bulgaria
10%?2, which shows enormous development potential.

Recommendations for accelerating the development of aquaculture in Romania and
Bulgaria

The development of aquaculture in the Black Sea is perceived by BISAC members as an
essential opportunity to support the fishing sector severely affected by the Covid-19 crisis and
the war in Ukraine. Following the consultations carried out within a working group of the Black
Sea Advisory Council, in which representatives of the authorities from the two member states
and representatives of the scientific community from Bulgaria and Romania participated,
BISAC formulates the following recommendations to unlock and support the development of
a sustainable marine aquaculture:

e harmonization of legislation between Bulgaria and Romania regarding aquaculture in
the Black Sea so that there is fair competition;

e simplifying the procedure for obtaining authorizations for the construction of an
aquaculture farm in the Black Sea, as well as the introduction of the "one-stop shop"
for obtaining approvals and authorizations;

e reducing the taxes and tariffs imposed on aquaculture activity, comparable and in line
with the experience of other EU states, to accelerate the development of farms;

e creating a differentiation between mollusc aquaculture and that intended for fish
species;

e promoting and financing research projects that adapt and bring technological
innovations and novelties in the field to the Black Sea;

e permanent consultation, during the drafting process and always before adoption, of the
fishing sector and potential interested parties to develop aquaculture farms, with regard
to strategic and legislative documents with an effect on aquaculture.

Black Sea Advisory Council expresses its desire to cooperate and engage in these endeavors,
having constant and direct contact with the fisheries sector, but also with organizations for
the protection of the marine environment or in the socio-economic field.

Respectfully, -/
Daniel Buhai AN . [/
BISAC Chairman / /;I j,?'f/‘f/ |/
' '
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! strategic guidelines for a more sustainable and competitive aquaculture in the EU for the period 2021-2030
2 The EU Aquaculture Sector — Economic report 2020 (STECF-20-12)



Background information

The Black Sea Advisory Council / BISAC / is a non-profit and publicly-owned legal
entity set up on 20.07.2015 in accordance with the provisions of the Low for Non-Profit Legal
Entities. The association is registered under the Bulgarian legislation with its headquarters in
Varna.

The members of the Consultative Council are non-governmental associations and
organizations whose activities cover all the main fishing areas in Bulgaria and Romania —
fishing activity, aquaculture, processing, import and export, retail and wholesale of fish, and
fish products. To these are added the representative organizations of other interest groups:
environmental protection.

The Black Sea Advisory Council (BISAC) mission is to promote a balanced
representation of all stakeholders in the fisheries and aquaculture sector and to contribute to
the achievement of the objectives of the Common Fisheries Policy of the European Union. The
BISAC's prerogatives are to address recommendations and proposals to the European
Commission and the Member States in order to facilitate the achievement of the objectives of
the Common Fisheries Policy. These recommendations are developed within working groups,
with members of the BISAC, as well as scientific experts, representatives of local and central
fisheries authorities.



