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Mr. Minister Petre Daea, Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development, Romania
Mr. Minister Barna TANCZOS, Ministry of Environment, Waters and Forests, Romania

Mr. Marian AVRAM, National Agency for Fisheries and Aquaculture, Romania

Recommendation on Maritime Spatial Planning in the Black Sea

Preamble

Maritime Spatial Planning (MSP) (Directive 2014/89/EU of the European Parliament
and of the Council) is the functional instrument through which the European Blue Growth
Strategy aims to achieve an efficient and sustainable development of the maritime sectors.
MSP has long been a sought-after tool for relevant expanding economic activities (e.g.
renewable energy and aquaculture). As fishing grounds could be limited spatially and
temporally in the interests of new maritime uses and activities, fisheries are an economic
sector more negatively affected by the entry into force of the MSP.

In addition to sectoral conflicts between different fishing sectors, marine protected
areas, offshore wind projects and ecotourism activities are just a few examples of potential
"threats" to the fishing industry, especially small-scale fishing (SSF). Real, ongoing and
planned consultation of representatives from this sector helps to capitalize on the usefulness
of the MSP tool. Carrying out this process helps to avoid the challenges and conflicts that have
arisen in the past, which can block the development of the fisheries sector, affect local
communities in the coastal area and even place the Black Sea Member States in a lower
position than other EU states that invest heavily in development fisheries and aquaculture
sectors.
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Recommendations for the successful implementation of MSP in Romania and Bulgaria

The MSP and the influence of this process on Black Sea fisheries and aquaculture came up
constantly and repeatedly in the working groups of the last 2 years of the BISAC. Members
consider this instrument both an opportunity and a threat for the sector and are concerned
and little informed about the practical effects of the planning documents that Romania will
submit to the EC.

Following the consultations carried out within a working group of the Black Sea Advisory
Council, in which representatives of the authorities from the two member states and
representatives of the scientific community from Bulgaria and Romania participated, BISAC
formulates the following recommendations to make transparent and prepare the
operationalization of the MSP:

e real consultation of all actors in the field of fishing and aquaculture, with the
application of participatory methods;

e carrying out information sessions on the practical effects, opportunities and
limitations that MSP will bring to fishing and aquaculture activities in the future;

e conducting joint work sessions with stakeholders in sectors that may interfere with
the development of fishing and aquaculture: renewable energies, tourism, marine
protected areas.

Black Sea Advisory Council expresses its desire to cooperate and engage in these
endeavors, having constant and direct contact with the fisheries sector, but also with
organizations for the protection of the marine environment or in the socio-economic field.
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Background information

The Black Sea Advisory Council / BISAC / is a non-profit and publicly-owned legal entity
set up on 20.07.2015 in accordance with the provisions of the Low for Non-Profit Legal
Entities. The association is registered under the Bulgarian legislation with its headquarters in
Varna.



The members of the Consultative Council are non-governmental associations and
organizations whose activities cover all the main fishing areas in Bulgaria and Romania —
fishing activity, aquaculture, processing, import and export, retail and wholesale of fish, and
fish products. To these are added the representative organizations of other interest groups:
environmental protection.

The Black Sea Advisory Council (BISAC) mission is to promote a balanced
representation of all stakeholders in the fisheries and aquaculture sector and to contribute to
the achievement of the objectives of the Common Fisheries Policy of the European Union.
The BISAC's prerogatives are to address recommendations and proposals to the European
Commission and the Member States in order to facilitate the achievement of the objectives
of the Common Fisheries Policy. These recommendations are developed within working
groups, with members of the BISAC, as well as scientific experts, representatives of local and
central fisheries authorities.
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