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To the attention of:
The Directorate-General for Maritime Affairs and Fisheries — DG MARE
Ministry for Agriculture and Food, Republic of Bulgaria
Executive Agency for Fisheries and Aquaculture, Burgas, Bulgaria
Ministry of Environment and Water, Bulgaria
Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development, Romania
Ministry of Environment, Water and Forests, Romania

National Agency for Fisheries and Aquaculture, Romania

Dear Ladies and Gentlemen,

Following the consultations held within WG “Bivalve Fishery: Prohibition on catch of
white clams during their reproduction and preservation of the stock” as well as FG
“Classification of the production areas for the extraction of bivalves according to the
Provisions of the Regulations of Hygiene Package.” of the Black Sea Advisory
Council, the following recommendation has been drawn up, regarding the
Development of Bivalve Fishing in the Black Sea.

We reiterate our readiness for further consultations or participation in the
implementation of the recommendations below.

Respectfully, YORDAN E;g\i(tglriéi\iﬁlnw
Yordan Gospodinov DINEV  DINEv
BISAC! Chairman GOSPOD QOePODINOY

2025.04.24
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1 BISAC, Black Sea Advisory Council is a non-profit and publicly-owned legal entity set up on 20.07.2015 in
accordance with the provisions of the Non-Profit Legal Entities Act, Commission Delegated Regulation (EU)
2017/1575 of 23 June 2017 amending Delegated Regulation (EU) 2015/242 laying down detailed rules on the
functioning of the Advisory Councils under the common fisheries policy
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Recommendation on the Development of Bivalve Fishing in the Black Sea

Background

Main Information:

Bivalve fishing in the Black Sea represents an important economic activity,
playing a significant role in the local economy and part of the fishing traditions of the
region. Bivalves, such as wedge clams (Donax trunculus), oysters and mussels, are
vital both to the biodiversity of the marine ecosystem and to the food industry.
Therefore, the sustainable management of this sector requires strict conservation
measures to safeguard stocks and ensure the long-term health of the ecosystem.

The reproduction of bivalves — especially of wedge clams — is a crucial process
for maintaining a stable and healthy population. Fishing prohibition during the
spawning season is a necessary measure to prevent stock depletion and to ensure
the sustainable development of the species. Moreover, protecting spawning and
larval development areas has a direct impact on the natural regeneration of bivalve
populations. Such a prohibition, combined with close stock monitoring and as well as
on the reproduction processes, is essential for maintaining ecological balance in the
Black Sea.

Bivalve harvesting must be strictly regulated from the perspective of hygiene and
public health. Hygiene regulations require the classification of production areas
based on water quality and their ability to provide safe conditions for fishing. These
areas are subject to strict standards aimed at preventing contamination of bivalves
with pathogens or toxic substances. Additionally, such classification ensures product
traceability and continuous environmental monitoring to prevent risks to consumer
health.

These aspects are essential for developing an effective management strategy for
bivalve resources in the Black Sea, contributing both to conservation of marine
biodiversity and to the protection of the economic interests of the fisheries sector.

Recommendations

1. To the Member States (MS?) and the European Commission (EC?3) to
encourage the introduction of more selective fishing gear. Using of fishing
equipment that minimizes by-catch of non-target species contributes to the
protection of marine biodiversity.

2. MS and EC should promote sustainable fishing technologies. Support should
be given for the development and implementation of fishing methods that
reduce impacts on aquatic ecosystems and ensure the responsible
exploitation of marine resources.

3. MS should support and encourage the adoption of measures that prioritize
sustainable fishing methods, contributing to the conservation of natural

2 MS — Member States
3 EC - European Commission
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habitats of Donax trunculus and other species nearby, therewith protecting
marine biodiversity.

4. MS should expand their national legal frameworks on fisheries and
aguaculture to include new commercially relevant species, such as Mya
arenaria, and identify other aquatic resources with commercial value. This will
contribute to the diversification of the aquatic industry and support the
sustainable management of marine resources.

5. The EC should support Member States, including Romania and Bulgaria, in
adapting EU legislation to include emerging commercial species, such as Mya
arenaria, and to facilitate the identification and sustainable exploitation of
other aquatic resources with commercial potential.

6. MS and EC should develop and promote clear EU-level regulations on manual
harvesting by divers, including a detailed definition of this practice. It is
essential to ensure that the permitted harvesting tools are in line with EU
regulations, to facilitate consistent and effective implementation of the rules.

7. MS should implement an annual fishing prohibition during the reproductive
season. It is recommended that a yearly fishing ban be established during the
spawning season (spring-summer), with flexible dates adjusted according to
ecological conditions and continuous monitoring of marine populations.

8. MS and EC should monitor and regulate recreational fishing. Effective
measures must be adopted to monitor recreational fishing activities and
ensure compliance with the imposed restrictions, contributing to the
sustainable management of fishery resources.

9. MS should establish quantitative limits on recreational fishing. Clear catch
limits should be set for amateur fishers to prevent overexploitation of marine
resources and ensure their long-term preservation and sustainability.

BISAC reaffirms its commitment to supporting the authorities of Member States by
promoting cooperation, regular communication, and the exchange of best practices,
providing a platform for discussion and harmonisation of specific rules, ensuring fair
and equitable treatment among the states.
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