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2 The Director-General

Brussels,
MARE/ D1/D3/PB/PCO/mb/Ares (2020)

Mr Yordan Gospodinov
Chairman of the

Black Sea Advisory Council
Ohrid Street n° 16

Varna

BULGARIA

Subject: Recommendation Rapana Venosa.
Your reference: 051/31.07.2020

Dear Mr. Gospodinov,

I wish to thank you very much for your letter submitting BISAC ‘s recommendations on
rapana fisheries. Before replying to the substance of this recommendation, | would like to
take the opportunity to share with you that | am pleased to see the Black Sea Advisory
Council well established and delivering key advice on Black Sea fisheries.

The Commission welcomes and takes note of BISAC’s suggestions on fisheries
exploiting rapana, a high commercial value species in the Black Sea. We fully share
BISAC’s views on the need to improve scientific, technical and socio-economic
knowledge of the fisheries exploiting rapana. To this end, collection of data and surveys
at sea are crucial to improve knowledge on this stock. Furthermore, interactions with
other species and impacts of fishing gears on marine environment are key elements.

Against this background, the GFCM - Subregional Group on Stock Assessment in the
Black Sea performed the first stock assessment of rapana only in 2017. However, the
overall lack of data evidenced by surveys at sea covering the whole Black Sea remained a
shortcoming.

In 2018, upon EU proposal and in line with the Sofia Ministerial Declaration, the GFCM
Commission adopted the regional research programme on rapana (Recommendation
GFCM/42/2018/9), a novelty for this region. The research plan is currently implemented,
under the coordination of the BlackSea4Fish project. Regional surveys at sea are carried
out with the active participation of experts from Bulgaria and Romania, and Black Sea
third countries.

The outcome of the GFCM regional research programme is expected in 2021. The
Commission would be pleased to exchange views with BISAC on the results of the
rapana research programme at its future meetings.
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If you have any questions on this reply, you may contact Ms. Pascale Colson, coordinator
of the Advisory Councils (pascale.colson@ec.europa.eu, +32 2 29 56273).

Yours sincerely,

Charlina VITCHEVA
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