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Ref. No: 56/30.11.2020

Attn: The Executive Manager of the Bulgarian Food Safety Agency
Professor Dr. Paskal Zhelyazkov

Copy to:

Mrs. Desislava Taneva, Minister of Agriculture, Food and F orestry
Copy to: DG Maritime Affairs and Fisheries, EC

Dear Professor Zhelyazkov,

The Black Sea Advisory Council /BISAC/ considered the state and obstacles to the
harvesting and free trade of wild mussels from the Black Sea off the Bulgarian coast. We
have identified a lack of classified mussel harvesting areas for direct supply for human
consumption, which is inconsistent with European and national legislation. The Black Sea
Advisory Council makes the following recommendations to the institution represented by
you:

1. Urgent measures for the classification of production areas in the Black Sea for
the production of wild mussels for direct consumption should be taken;

2. Urgent measures for alligning the laboratories in BFSA and CSRVMI with the
required standards should be taken so that they can conduct research on the hygienic
status of mussels;

3. Registers of classified production fields for extraction of wild mussels from the
Black Sea water area off the Bulgarian coast should be published.

We emphasize the fact that the laboratories are essential for providing support to the
Bulgarian marine fishing sector in the harvesting and sale of live molluscs from the Black
Sea. By providing the necessary equipment, consumables, administrative capacity and their
accreditation for all necessary analyzes, it will be possible to classify the water bodies as
indicated in Reg. 853/2004, Chapter II, Requirement for production areas and 854/2004 for
classification of production areas. We would like to remind you that the deadline for the
classification of production areas has long expired, which hinders the competitive
development of the Bulgarian maritime sector. and hinders and restricts operators in their
free trade on the European and world markets. i
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We do hope that you will take the necessary actions. /\7/ ﬂ//
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Dr. Yordan Gospodinov, Chairman of BISAC \ S|






